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The Offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade are at 73, Basinghall Street, London, B.C. — 
registered telegraphic address, “ Advantage, London ; ” Code, 5th 
Edition A.B.C.; telephone number, 12807 Central. ‘A statement 
of the objects and work of the Branch will be found on p. 295. 


Attention is directed to the Sample Room at the above address, 
the latest additions to which are the following :— 


Reference in “ Board 
of Trade Journal,” 





Samples, 








Date. Page. 





Grape Syrup (“‘ Most Komfyt’’) from Cape Colony 

“ Posidonia Australis ” Fibre from Spencer Gulf, South 
Australia. cee 

Cod Skin Leather from Newfoundland 

Fibre of the Okra Plant from the United States . 

Various East African raw products.. sas 

Phosphate from Natal 

Woollen Sashes (“ Kusbaks”) sold in Turkey 


Cloth, stated to be of Austrian make, sold at Monastir 
British Royal Arms, sold in Spain 
Wheat of 1908-9 


‘‘ Vegetable’’ Asbestos produced i in Chungking cee 
Silk from Wild Cocoonsin Manchuria ... ee 
* Machetes ”’ 
Cardigan Jackets and *‘ Shal”’ sold at Diarbekir .. 


sold in Panama 


..| 22nd July, 1909 


8th ,, 


iia | 17th June, 
1 ns os 


3rd “ 


..| 29th Apr., 
o | SRR: 

Candelilla Plant and Wax produced therefrom in Mexico D2 ae - 

.-- | 18th Mar., 

Court Plaster (German) and Paper (Dutch), both bearing | 

| 25th Feb., 

Standard Fair Average Quality Western Australian | 


... | 24th Dec., 1908 
sai AA Soe cai 


. | 10th 2. we 





182 


84 
603 


620 
574 
546 
494 





*." Particulars are given on p. 295 respecting the Register of 
British firms who may desire to receive Confidential Information 


relative to their respective trades. 


A Trade Enquiry Office has been established at 73, Basinghall 
Street, E.C., by the Government of the Dominion of Canada, 
A list of Colonial Trade Enquiry Offices will be found on p. 296. 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE: 


CANADA: 


The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 


Commercial 
Enquirie3. 


Offices of the High Commissioner for Canada, 17, 
Victoria Street, London, S.W., whence further 
information regarding them may be obtained: — 
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CANADA—continued. 


HOME ENQUIRIES. 
An English firm desire to appoint agents in Canada, both on the 
Atlantic and Pacific coasts, to represent them for the sale of coast- 


ing aud fishing vessels, tugs, launches, pinnaces, or similar craft, of _ 


which they are builders; also for the sale of machinery suitable 
for vessels of the type mentioned. 

The proprietors of special brands of pure Indian tea, coffee, cocoa, 
and chocolate desire to appoint agents at various points in Canada. 

A North of England firm desire to obtain the services of agents 
un the West Coast and in the Maritime Provinces of Canada for 
the sale of wiping waste. 

A firm in the Midlands exporting carpenters’ tools, hand- 
made files, all kinds of locks and general merchandise, are desirous 
of appointing suitable agents to represent them in Canada. 

An English firm of soap manufacturers desire to be placed in 
communication with persons in Canada who may be in a position to 
act as their agents or travellers. 

A London tirm desire to get into touch with good firms in Mon- 
treal and other business centres in Canada able to push the sale of 
artificial silk for manufacturing purposes. 

A London firm make enquiry for Canadian shippers of soft white 
maple wood, of which they wish to procure samples in order to 
judge of its suitability for their purpose. 

A firm in the Eastern counties of England are desirous of ex- 
tending business relations with Canada, and are willing to appoint 
buying agents for marrowfat peas in bulk and in packets. 

An English firm engaged in the manufacture of baling presses, in 
which many kinds of material can be baled, desire to bring these 
machines to the notice of Canadian buyers, and are prepared to 
appoint a firm of repute to represent them in Canada. 

CANADIAN ENQUIRIES. 

A Montreal firm of manufacturers’ agents desire to get into 
communication with some of the large oilcloth manufacturers in 
Great Britain. 

A correspondent in Toronto having a knowledge of the cutlery 
trade wishes to communicate with some English manufacturers of 
sterling silver and electro-plated hollow ware and cutlery who may 
desire representation in Canada. 

Note—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
17, Victoria Street, London, S.W. 

* * os * 

The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Government City Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C., whence further information regarding them may be 
obtained :— 
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CANADA—centinued. 
HOME ENQUIRIES. 


A Lancashire company manufacturing indiarubber heels seek 
a suitable Canadian resident agent. 

A manufacturer of school, church, and office furniture of all de- 
scriptions asks to be placed in correspondence with Canadian 
importers. 

A Midlands firm manufacturing high class metal work for 
architectural and decorative requirements of all kinds would like 
to get into communication with some influential Canadian house 
which is in a position to introduce their manufactures. 


CANADIAN ENQUIRIES. 


A firm working Ottawa and district are desirous of obtaining 
agencies in druggists’ supplies and toilet requisites; also in biscuits 
and fancy groceries. 

A Canadian company manufacturing hockey sticks, and also axe 
and tool handles, ask to be placed in touch with United Kingdom 
buyers of these goods. 

A manufacturers’ agent in Vancouver, British Columbia, who 
claims a connection among buyers of cotton goods, flannelettes, &c., 
would be glad to hear from United Kingdom manufacturers seek- 
ing representation. 


Note.—-For further information regarding any of the abeve, 
application should be made to the Canadian Government City suds 
Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


The Canadian Manufacturers’ Association has issued a. further 

“ Canadian edition of its publication, “The Canadian Trade 

Trade Index.” Index.” Business firms desiring a copy can 

obtain one free of charge upon application to 

the Canadian Government City Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 





DOMINION OF NEW ZEALAND. 


H.M. Trade Commissioner for New Zealand (Mr. G. H. F. 
Rolleston) reports that tenders are invited by 
the Golden Bay Cement Works, Limited, for 
the supply and erection at Terakohe, Golden 
Bay, of a complete Portland cement plant of 
the most modern description, electrically driven, capable of a 
minimum production of 400 tons of cement a week. 

Kach tenderer will be required to furnish with his detailed 
tender general plans showing the layout proposed by him, in 
which provision is to be made for future enlargement to double 
the specified output. 


Cement Works 
Plant; Electric 
Generating Plant. 
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Contractors may tender for the whole plant, or separately for 
the power house machinery and for the cement making machinery. 

Other things being equal, preference will be given to British 
manufactured engines, boilers, dynamos, motors, pumps, condensers, 
&c. Foreign-made machinery is generally liable to a preferential 
duty of 10 per cent. in excess of British-made machinery. 

With each tender a deposit of 2501. will be required, and a 
deposit of 1,000/. must be made by the successful tenderer. 

Tenders will be received at the Company’s offices, Nathan’s 
Buildings, Wellington, up to noon on Ist November. 

Copies of the specification for the supply of the machinery and 
of the prospectus of the Company, &c., forwarded by H.M. Trade 
Commissioner, may be seen by British firms interested on applica- 
tion at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





CAPE COLONY: 


The Imperial Trade Correspondent at Cape Town (Mr. E. J. 

Cattell), reports that tenders will be received 

Dry Cells. by the Chairman of the Tender Board, Control 

and Audit Office, Parliament Street, Cape Town, 

up to noon on 29th September, for the supply of dry cells, in such 

quantities as may from time to time be required, for the period 
Ist July, 1910, to 30th June, 1911, 

Forms of tender, copies of specification, and any other informa- 
tion may be obtained on application to the Controller of Stores, 
General Post Office, Cape ‘l'own, to whom six sample cells must be 
forwarded. 

Tenders, which should be marked on the outside cover “‘ Tender 
for dry cells,” will not be considered unless submitted on the 
printed form supplied for the purpose, anil should be “ per cell” 
for delivery into the Post Office Stores at Cape Town, Port Eliza- 
beth and Kast London respectively. 

The number of cells that will be required is estimated at 2,500. 

A few forms of tender, forwarded by Mr. Cattell, may be obtained 
by British makers on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





NATAL: 


The Imperial Trade Correspondent at Durban (Mr. A. D. C. 
Agnew) reports that tenders are invited for 
Sleepers, &c. the supply of 50,000 sleepers and 2,700 crossing 
timbers, of jarrah, blackbutt, ironbark, tallo- 

wood, or d’jatti-wood, landed at that port. 
Tenders, under sealed cover, must be lodged with the Chairman 
of the Tender Board, Colonial Buildings, Pietermaritzburg, not 
later than noon on 16th August. 
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—_—_-_-- - 


Conditions and forms of tenders, &., may be obtained from the 
Store Superintendent, Durban. 

It will be observed that the limited time for receipt of tenders does 
not per mit of their being despatched by post, and the above intima- 
tion is therefore only of use to those firms having agents in Natal 
whom they can instruct by cable. 


TRANSVAAL. 


The ‘“ Transvaal Government Gazette” of 2nd July contains the 
Railwa text of an Act approving the construction by 
' m4 the Central South African Railway Board of 
Constraction, = certain lines of railway in the Colony, and 
authorising the Transvaal Government to advance to the Board a 
sum not exceeding 1,230,000/. towards the cost of the work. The 
lines are as follows :— 





‘ 


























Approximate | Approximate 
— Length | Cost of 
of Line.  ! Construction. 
1. An extension of the Pretoria-Pietersburg Rail- £ 
way from Pictersburg to a point at or near | 
Bandolier Kop... 64 miles | 250,000 
2. A line of railway from Welverdierd Station | 
to a point at or near Lichtenburg, with a | 
westerley extension from a point at or near | 
‘*Treurfontein ” No. 12., oa | 400,000 
8. An extension from Ermelo to Piet Retief ia 7 ws | 255,000 
4. A line of railway from Geduld Station via | 
Benoni to a junction with the Germiston- 
Ermelo Railway at a point &} miles east of | 
Germiston 3, 75,090 
5. An extension of ‘the Komati-Selati ‘Railway 
to a point at or near the Great Lctaba River 150, 550 £0 
Total cost eee oe “ne sme £1,5 anes 
EGYPT: 


The Egyptian “Journal Oficiel” of 26th July announces that 

tenders will be received at the Central Ad- 

Drugs, &. | ministration, Department of Public Health, 

Cairo, until 1st September, for the supply of 

drugs, medicines, articles for wound dressing, &c., necessary for 
the Central Stores during the year 1910. 

Forms of tender and all other information may be obtained on 
application to the Director of Stores, Department of Public Health, 
Cairo. Offers should be made on the proper forms accompanied 
by a stamped paper * of 30 milliémes. 





* To be obtained from Lieut.-Col. J. H. Western, C.M.G., Qacen Anne’s 
Chambers, Broadway, Westminster, London, 8.W. 
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Tenders should be addressed to the Director General, Depart- 
ment of Public Health, Cairo, and marked in left hand corner: 
“ Tender for the supply of drugs, &c.” 


A deposit of 10 per cent. of the total value of his offer is required 
from each tenderer. 





RUSSIA: 


The following information is from the report by H.M. Consul- 
General at Odessa (Mr. C. S. Smith) on the trade of that district 
in 1908 (Foreign Office Annual Series, 4,295) :— 

Vegetable butter was practically unknown at Odessa a few years 
back, but is daily becoming more and more 
Vegetable Butter. popular. It is peculiarly suitable for that 
market, as the Church sanctions its use on fast 
days. The former small imports from Denmark and Austria-Hungary 
have almost ceased. The two factories at Odessa and the one at 
Kieff which recently started the manufacture of vegetable butter 
from copra cannot meet the demand. ‘The present wholesale price 
is 7 roubles 30 copecks per poud (2/. 8s. per cwt.). The import 
duty on copra is 25 copecks per poud (ls. 73d. per cwt.); ‘the 
import duty on vegetable butter is 1 rouble 65 copecks per poud 
(10s. 9d. per cwt.). 


British toilet soap is little imported into South Russia. The French 
‘Toilet Soaps and and the home-made articles are generally pur- 
Seetae chased. ‘This is partly on account of their gay 
: wrappers designed to recommend the articles to 
purchasers of small presents-—a purpose for which they are often 
used in Russia. 
Scents are largely imported from Germany and France. 


If price lists of pickles, relishes, &c., were’ drawn up in Russian, 
‘ckl lish with weights, measures and dimensions of tins 
rie — ae given in Russian equivalents, also with 
~ recipes (in clear Russian) to show their uses, 
business might be done, especially if prices could be quoted c.i.f. 
Odessa. Importers of sauces and pickles must be prepared for the 
prohibition of the importation of articles in which the least trace 
of salicylic acid is detected. 


It might be profitable for paper manufacturers to examine the 
material sold in Russia. Strong paper of long 
Paper. fibre pulp and strong brown paper for wrappers 

are not to be had. 


Bicycles of a cheap kind are used to some extent. The roads 
outside the town are bad, and in the town they 

Bicycles. are generally paved with large setts, about 6 
inches across, which join very unevenly and at 

times become very greasy. If a suitable tyre could be devised 
good business might be done. 
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RUSS|A—continued. 


Prince Shcherbatov, President of the Moscow Agricultural Society, 
has made application for a concession to cut 
Plant for Canal a canal from Tsaritzin, on the Volga, to 

Genetrection. Kalatch, on the Don. To carry out this work 
he proposes to form a joint stock company with a capital of 
120,000,000 r. (12,667,000/.). 

The length of the proposed canal is 80 versts (53 miles). The 
level of the Don is nearly 80 feet higher than that of the Volga, 
and the canal has to pass over a slight eminence. The great value 
of the scheme lies in this, that such a canal would join the 6,000 
miles of the Volga water system with the Azov and Black Sea. 

* + s * 


The following information is from the report by the British 
Vice-Consul at Nicolaieff (Mr. J. P. Bagge) on the trade of that. 
district in 1908 (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 4,295) :— 


Foolscap paper is exclusively of Russian make. Letter paper 
comes mostly from Germany, though a little of 
the best quality is British. The cheaper sorts 
of steel nibs are principally of Russian manu- 
facture; the better qualities are imported from France, Germany, 
and the United Kingdom by way of Warsaw. Pencils are mostly 
of Austro-Hungarian make, though Russian factories compete to a 
small extent. Ink comes chiefly from Germany. There is a little 
of Russian production. A market might be found for British ink 
if expense were saved by direct importation, Indiarubber bands are 
principally of Austro-Hungarian make. Compasses, for which 
there is a good market, are chiefly imported from Germany. 
In this article also a direct trade might be established with the 
United Kingdom. Copying paper, for which the local factories 
offer a good market, is imported from Germany by way of Warsaw. 
British manufacturers might compete if they arranged to sell 
direct. Postcards come principally from Germany, though there 
is now competition on the part of Sweden. The cheaper sorts of 
envelopes, costing from 4s. 3d. to 6s. 4d. per 1,000, are of Russian 
make. There is a sale for British goods of the better qualities, 
costing 12s. 8d. per 1,000 and upwards. Fancy goods are imported 
from Germany and the United Kingdom through Warsaw and 
Odessa. 


The bicycles sold at Nicolaieff are of inferior quality; they are of 
German or Russian make, costing about 

Bicycles. 141. 10s. If British manufacturers imported 
directly, a good market might be found, for the 
town is very scattered, and the horse tram and other conveyances - 
are either slow or expensive, A good quality should be supplied. 


Stationery 
Requisites. 
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RUSS|lA—continued. 


There is a large sale of zinc white. It is at present of Russian 
Colours. Paints production, but the United Kingdom might 
Varnishes > compete if direct sales were made. The better 
tsa qualities of ochre, bought through Odessa, come 
Wall ; from Marseilles ; the average retail price is 14d. 
——* to 1d. per lb., or 14s. to 16s. 4d. per ewt. The 
cheaper kinds, for sale to the peasants, come from the Caucasus and 
are sold at ad. per lb. There is a certain import of special sorts of 
enamel paints, but the greater part is made in the country. There 
is a possible market for imported varnishes of the best qualities. 
Brushes, which used to be imported, are now displaced by cheaper 
kinds of Russian manufacture: a market might still be found if 
a direct trade were established. A market might so be found for 
British wallpapers of the best qualities. 


Drugs are chiefly imported, being bought through Odessa, Moscow 
Seite iil and Warsaw.. A direct trade might increase the 
se dle import. There is a certain import of British, 

y- French and German perfumery of good quality, 
but Russian perfumery from St. Petersburg, Moscow and Warsaw 
factories commands the largest sale. 


* * > * 


Articles in Demand ; 
at Mariupol. See notice on p. 209. 
Agricultural 
Machinery and See notice on p. 285. 
Fertilisers. 


The following information is from the report by H.M. Consul at 


Kieff (Mr. H. P. Smith) on the trade of that district in 1908, which 
will shortly be issued. (See also p. 258) :— 


The trade in agricultural implements and general machinery was 
practically at a standstill all through 1908. 


oa nesnmmed a Owing to the crisis in the sugar trade no new 

name factories were erected, and only the most urgent 

. repairs to the existing plant were taken in hand. 
Machinery. 


This meant not only an absence of importation 
of foreign-made machinery, but also less work to the local factories 
making a speciality of beet sugar machinery. 

In agricultural machinery the condition of affairs was still 
worse: the sugar factories who work their own beet plantations 
abstained from purchasing drills and other implements, and neither 
farmers nor peasants were able to spend money on new macbinery. 
Reaping machinery was in poor demand, field labourers heing 
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RUSSI|A—continued. 
plentiful at very low wages. The demand for steam threshing 
sets was the lowest on record for the last 15 years. Chaff cutters, 
in view of the poor harvest and consequent dearth of straw, found 
no sale. 

Ploughs.—The plough trade, both in single and multiple ploughs, 
remains in the hands of manufacturers in Germany, and although 
ploughs of equal quality, made by a German firm in Odessa, are 
sold at a somewhat lower price, the prejudice against the local- 
made article is too strong seriously to affect the plough trade done 
by Germany in the Kieff district. 

Steam ploughs ——The American makers are trying to force a trade 
in traction ploughs, but so far have met with little success. It is 
still an open question if this system of ploughing is suitable for 
the soil in the Kieff district. The cost of the ordinary American 
ploughing outfit, consisting of a 32 horse-power sing'e-cylinder 
traction engine, weighing 12 tons, and a 10-furrow engine 
gang plough, suitable for a depth of from 44 to 74 inches, and 
weighing 110 ewts., is about 1,530/. 

Drills.—The importation of seed and beetroot drills into the Meff 
district is infinitesimal in comparison with the quantity now manu- 
factured locally. ‘The last few years have seen a complete revolu- 
tion in the system of seeding, and only combined drills, sowing 
grain and fertiliser simultaneously, are now used. 

Harrows.—The small tooth harrows are of local make, but a 
considerable trade is done in the spring tooth type imported from 
America and Sweden. 

Cultivators.—A large trade is done in the spring tooth 4-wheel 
type of 11, 9, and 7 tines, mostly of German make, although 
Swedish makers are now competing in this line. These cultivators 
are in general use in Podolia and Volhynia governments. 

Hand and horse hoes.—There is a good market for light hand and 
horse hoes for use on the beet plantations ; the trade is practically 
controlled by American-made tools. : 

Harvesting machinery—The trade in reaping and harvesting 
machinery is to a great extent a monopoly in the hands of an 
American company. One British-Canadian firm is a serious com- 
petitor in this line of machinery, and enjoys a reputation for high 
class work at competitive prices. 

Steam threshing sets.—The trade in portable steam engines and 
threshers, which 20 years ago was a monopoly in the hands of 
British manufacturers, is now keenly contested. In this district 
British-made sets still lead the way, but German aud Austro-Hun- 
garian competition is a factor to be reckyned with. American 
makers are now trying to open up a trade in the American type of 
machine, which is known as the peg drum and single blast type. 
The European type of thresher cleans and grades the grain at one 
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RUSS|]A—continued. 


operation, while the American type leaves such work to be carried 
on at “elevators” or transit silos, which are not yet, however, 
to be found in the Kieff district. 

The German seller offers more extended terms of payment than 
the British, and in this way is always able to do a certain trade 
among the poorer class of customer, who is often prepared to forego 
an advantage in superiority of work for a greater convenience in 
making a large purchase. 

Horse gears and horse threshers.—This trade is practically in the 
hands of local makers: there is a small import trade in horse 
threshing machines, but nothing in comparison with the general 
volume of trade in this line. 


British-made bicycles are preferred, but German competition is 

making headway. The trade is not a large one; 

Bicycles. this may be due greatly to the want of passable 
roads. 


Judging from the progress made in 1908 there would seem to be 
an increasing demand for motor cars of a cheap, 

Motor Cars. serviceable type, able to withstand the rough 

roads in the country districts and the primitive 
paving in the towns. British-made cars have not yet found their 
way to Kieff, and the cars now plying for hire are of French, 
German and Italian make, with the appearance of having been im- 
ported second hand. The motor omnibus service between Kieff- 
Zhitomir and Kieff-Chernigoff is still in a probationary state, owing 
to the continual breakdowns of the poor type of vehicle empioyed. 
There has also been an attempt to introduce the American “ buggy ” 
type of car, but so far this type does not seem to have met with 
much approval. 

H.M. Consul adds that if British makers desire to open up a 
trade in that part of Russia, it would surely be possible for them 
to find one or two trustworthy agents in the different districts to 
represent them on mutually advantageous conditions—even, if 
necessary, on “sale or return,” until confidence was established— 
but upon a cash basis it would only be possible to do a very limited 
business. 





NORWAY: 
H.M. Consul at Christiania (Mr. F. E. Drummond-Hay, M.V.O.) 
has forwarded a copy of the conditions and 
specification relative to a call by the Norwegian 
State Railways for tenders* for the supply of two 


Truck Weighing 
Machines. 








*It should be noted that in all Norwegian Government contracts a preference of 
from 10 to 15 per cent. (apart from Customs Duties) is given to Norwegian manu- 
tacturers, and that it is obligatory that a resident agent (not necessarily a Norwe- 
gian firm) should act for tencerers not residing in Norway. 
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broad gauge (4 ft. 82 in.) truck weighing machines. Tenders, 
marked ‘‘Anbud paa 2. vognvegte,” will be received at the 
Distriktingeniérens Kontor, Christiania, up to 3 p.m. on 14th 
August. 

The above-mentioned copy of the conditions and specification 
may be seen by British makers on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, EC. 





SPAIN. 


The ‘“ Gaceta de Madrid” of 22nd July publishes a notice, issued 
by the Direccién de Obras Pablicas, inviting 
plans and tenders for the construction of a 
bridge, 6°50 metres (about 21 feet) wide, over 
the river Ebro, at Mora (Tarragona). In making their plans, 
contractors will be absolutely free to propose any system or class 
of material which they may deem appropriate. To qualify any 
tender a provisional deposit of 5,000 pesetas (about 180I.) will be 
required, to be increased by the successful tenderer to 10 per cent. 
of the accepted contract price. ‘Tenders will be received up to 
1 p.m. on 3lst January, 1910, at the Direccién General de Obras 
Pablicas, Ministerio de Fomento, Madrid, to which address they 
should accordingly be sent in sealed envelopes. Any questions 
arising in connection with the contract are to be settled according 
to Spanish law, and to this condition foreign competitors will be 
required to conform. 

A copy of the “ Gaceta,” containing both the tender notice and 
the Royal Order relative thereto, may be seen by British firms 
interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 

Local representation is necessary. 


Bridge 
Construction. 





AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


The ‘“Oesterreichischer Zentral-Anzeiger ” (Vienna) of 25th July 
contains a notice to the effect that Mr. Isidor 

Building and § Rendes, the proprietor of the Meteor Hotel in 
Furnishing Budapest, intends to build an hotel at the 
Materials. corner of Raékdci-Strasse and Csokonai-Gasse. 

It appears, also, that the Ritz Hotel Construction 

Company, of Paris, have decided to build, at a cost of 2,500,000 
kronen (about 104, 0007. ), an hotel, also in Budapest, on the banks 
of the Danube. 














256 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [ Aug. 5, 1909. 





Openings for British Trade. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The Acting British Consul at Galveston (Mr. S. W. Barnes) has 
forwarded an extract from the ‘‘ Galveston 
News” of 15th July, from which it appears 
that the contract for the reconstruction of the 
causeway to connect Galveston with the main- 
land has been given to certain American firms. The drain pipe 
for the subsoil drainage, which is to consist of pipe from 12 
to 18 inches in diameter, will be more than 14 miles in length. 
There will be over four miles of standard four-duct conduits for the 
wires used in the structure. Some 47 miles of wooden piling will 
be used in the foundation under the piers. 

A blue print of the plans of the causeway and the names of the 
contractors may be seen by British firms interested on application 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


MEXICO. 

H.M. Legation in Mexico report the publication in the “ Diario 

Oficial” of 8th and 10th July of two contracts 
Irrigation Works. for irrigation purposes. These contracts, entered 

into between the Ministry of Fomento and the 
Sinaloa Land Company, empower the latter to construct hydraulic 
works for the purpose of obtaining from the river Elota, District of 
Cosaldi, in the State of Sinaloa, 12,600 litres of water per second, 
and from the river Piaxtla, in the same district, 4,701 litres of 
water per second, for the irrigation of lands in the vicinity. 

The contracts require that the works shall be finished within 
seven years from the date of approval of the plans by the Ministry 
of Fomento. 

The concessioner company will be allowed to import, free of 
duty, the machinery and instruments required for the survey and 
construction of the works. 


Material for 
Causeway 
Construction. 








VENEZUELA. 
The ‘‘ Gaceta Oficial ” of 1st July publishes a resolution, whereby 
the Director General of National Telegraphs 
Telephone , pig ae 
Material authorises the Municipal authorities of Liber- 
tad, district of Betijoque (State of Trujillo), to 
arrange for the installation of a telephone line between Libertad 
and Betijoque. 





ECUADOR: 
The “ Registro Oficial ” (Quito) of 50th April publishes the text 
of a draft contract, under the terms of which 
Electric Railway Mr. Julio H. Cardon is empowered to arrange 
Construction. for the construction of a 3 ft. 6 inch gauge 
electric railway from Babahoyo, capital of the 
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province of Los Rios, to Balzapamba, in the province of Bolivar, 
with further powers to extend the line to Guaranda, capital of the 
province of Bolivar. The cost of construction is estimated at 
1,380,000 American geld dollars (about 287,000/.), which amount 
will be guaranteed by the Government of Ecuador by an issue of 
bonds bearing interest at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum, and 
1 per cent. cumulative in respect of amortisation. The bonds will 
be repayable in 33 years. The concessioner will have the right 
to work the railway on certain terms for a period of 50 years. All 
the material necessary for the construction, working, and main- 
tenance of the line will be admitted free of customs duty. 


URUGUAY: 

The following information is from the report by H.M. Minister 
in Uruguay on the trade of that Republic in 1908, which will 
shortly be issued :— 

The construction of the great embankment at Monte Video, the 
‘Rambla del Sud,” has been entrusted to a 
rhe Sy British syndicate ; this great engineering work 
ieathoneeah will take five years to complete and will cost 
enatumation 1,355,0001. The embankment, which will be 
‘4,000 metres in length, will consist of a stout 
sea wall, 4 metres above sea level, and an esplanade 7( metres 
wide. The proposed line of embankment takes a gentle outward 
curve, and, as it will run a considerable distance from the present 
irregular natural coast line, a large area of land will be reclaimed 
from the sea. The total area of land thus reclaimed is calculated 
at not less than 125 hectares (about 310 acres). 


CHINA. 

The following information is from the report by the Acting 
British Consul-General at Canton (Mr. H. H. Fox) on the trade of 
that district in 1908 (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 4,303) :— 

In the absence of good roads there is at present no demand for 

a motor cars, but the waterways which take the 

place of roads offer an almost unlimited market 
Bagines. for motor boats. 

Motors will, undoubtedly, in time take the place of steam launches 
for towing native passenger boats, and if the comparative costliness 
of kerosene oil should prove a bar to their introduction, a solu- 
tion of the difficulty might be found in the “suction gas ” plant, 
which has a consumption of coal of under 1 lb. per horse-power 
per hour, and which will, it is understood, enable gas-propelled 
motors to be run at about one-sixth of the cost of an oil motor. 

Two large motor passenger boats, of English make, are now 
runnirg on the West River above Wuchow, two American 
machines have recently been purchased by the Canton-Hankow 
Railway, and the Chinese Admiral’s new yacht, built in Hong- 
kong, is a twin-screw motor launch, developing 100 horse-power 
with two motors. Smaller launches of various patterns are coming 
into use for harbour work and for towing purposes in the Delta. 





Material and 
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EXHIBITIONS. 


ITALY: 


With reference to the notice on p. 212 of the “ Board of Trade 
Vethaitiinttainnt Journal” of 29th July relative to an Interna- 
Lichtine Fire. tional Lighting, Optical, &c., Exhibition to 

ighving, *1re- be held at Genoa, H.M. Consul-General at that 


Extinguishing ; 
. ©? place (Mr. W. Keene) now reports that he is 
we a and informed that this exhibition has been postponed 
vy bere until next year. 
Exhibition. 


A notification has been received from the Italian Consulate in 
London to the effect that the Turin Chamber 


Reteenetiana) of Commerce propose to award a prize of 

7 aden 50,000 francs (about 2,000/.), on the occasion 
Turin in ; ‘of the International Exhibition at Turin in 
International 


1911 (see ‘ Board of Trade Journal” of 27th 
August, 1908, p. 416), to the owner of an in- 
vention or discovery which will prove in practice 
advantageous to the national economy. The 
competition is international, but inventions or works discovered 
or made public prior to the year 1908 will not be admitted. 

Applications for admission to the competition, in Italian or 
French, bearing the proposed competitor’s signature duly authen- 
ticated by a competent authority, will be received up to 31st 
March, 1911, by the Commissione per il concorso a premio, Camera 
di Commercio, Torino, Italy. 


Competition for 
Invention or 
Discovery. 





BRITISH TRADE ABROAD. 


Kieff—The following information is from the report by 
H.M. Consul at Kieff (Mr. H. P. Smith) on the trade of that 
district in 1908, which will shortly be issued :-— 

The year 1908 was most unfavourable to trade in the district ; 
the acute depression experienced in 1907 was intensified by the 
failure of the winter grain crop, while the sugar trade was stil) 
labouring under the disadvantage of being unable to dispose of 
the immense stocks of sugar. 

The political upheaval beginning in 1905, combined with an 
unusual run of bad harvests, caused a serious set-back to the 
agricultural and industrial enterprise of the Kieff district, and it 
is hardly to be expected that a return of good harvests will 
resuscitate the various concerns which the ‘bad times” have 
forced into quasi-bankruptcy or liquidation. Although it is now 
conceded that the concerns mostly affected were those inaugurated 
during the early nineties, when every possible and impossible 
scheme was boomed in order to force an artificial development 
of industrial undertakings, some financially sound concerns were 
unable to escape the débacle; sugar factories, refineries, a 
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petroleum transport company, a cement company, nailmaking 
works, saw mills, &c., have either had to close for lack of funds or 
go into liquidation. 

Owing to the absence of building operations during 1998, 
brickmakers, who usually dispose of 200,000,000 bricks annually, 
found it difficult to sell 80,000,000. The milling industry of the 
district has been so seriously affected by the bad harvests of recent 

, years that many mills are temporarily closed, while others are 
working half time. 

Agricultural produce being the mainstay of Russia’s trade, both 
home and foreign, it is impossible to pass without notice the serious 
decrease in the export of grain from Russia in 1908—a decrease 
representing 1,090,320 tons. It is hardly possible, says the Consul, 
that such a decrease can be due to the increase of 20,000,000 in 
the population of Russia during the last decade. The reason is 
probably partly to be found in the failure of harvests in certain 
districts and the absence of reserve stocks. 

Py The further development of the crisis in the sugar trade having 
been checked by the possibility of exporting the surplus stock of 
sugar, under the conditions of the Brussels Convention, to the 

¢ United Kingdom, the industry at the beginning of 1909 returned 

to a more or less prosperous condition. The bankrupt factories 
have either passed into other hands, or have been enabled to secure 
sufficient working capital. The price of sugar has - steadily 
advanced, and it was found necessary, in view of the fact that 
the limit price fixed by the Ministry of Finance had been ex- 
ceeded, to order 32,000 tons from the “inviolable reserve” to be 
put upon the home market. This step cannot be regarded as 
due to a scarcity of sugar owing to excessive export, remarks 

Mr. Smith, but solely to the fact that the limit quantity fixed for 

the home market in 1909 was too low. 

' > - * * 








Mariupol.—The following information is from the report by the 
British Vice-Consul at Mariupol (Mr. W. S. Walton) on the trade 
of that district in 1908 (Foreign Office, Annual Series, No. 4,295) :— 

The present time is most opportune for the introduction into 
Russia of many goods in which the home-made article, owing to 
the increased cost of production (the outcome of the recent labour 
troubles) cannot now compete in price, notwithstanding the heavy 
protective duty; on visiting many of the local shops one is 
astonished at the mass of foreign goods, principally German, which 
have replaced Russian-made articles. 

: British cloth and hats are always in favour and maintain their 
: position. The better class of sewing machines are also of British 
manufacture, but all the cheaper ones come from Germany. 
Gramophones are in great demand, and large numbers are sold. 
Perfumes are principally received from Paris, London and Cologne, 
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but Russian scents also find a ready sale. Toilet soap is received 
from abroad, but not to a great extent, as the price is too high for 
general use. ‘he hardware market presents great possibilities for 
British manufacturers, tools for all trades, files, locks, shovels, 
skates, enamel-ware and many other articles being bought in 
large quantities. In haberdashery the Germans also do a large 
trade, a portion of which could no doubt be captured. Local roads 
are not particularly suitable for bicycles, but, notwithstanding this, 
a fair number are disposed of annually. In motor cars practically 
nothing has been done so far. The Donetz Basin is a large buyer 
of the various materials used by coal mines, iron, steel], chemical, 
glass and other works. 

The absence of direct regular steamer communication between 
the United Kingdom and Azov ports is naturally an impediment to 
trade, but as most of the goods destined to these parts find their 
way into the country vid Odessa or Baltic ports, it is plain that it 
cannot be considered an unsurmountable one. Many of the 
smaller articles could be sent by parcels post; this mode of trans- 
port is largely used by German sellers. Russian weights and 
measures would have to be employed, and all quotations would have 
to be made in Russian currency. 

Mr. Walton thinks Mariupol should only be taken as part of a 
larger scheme for “ working” Russia, and states that it must be 
borne in mind that Russian shopkeepers are accustomed to long 
credit, and that wise discrimination is necessary ; bankruptcies are 
frequent, and very often, in order to escape liabilities, recourse is 
had to a change of firm. 


* * * * 


Bosnia-Herzegovina—The following information is from the 
report by H.M. Consul at Sarajevo (Mr. F. G. Freeman) on the trade 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina in 1908 (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
4,305) :— 

The events which preceded the incorporation of Bosnia-Herze- 
govina in the dominions of the Austro-Hungarian crown, and 
those which followed the proclamation of 7th October, 1908, had a 
very depressing effect on trade. The feeling of uncertainty as to 
what was going to happen caused a general disinclination to em- 
bark in business or spend money, and any special activity was 
confined to those who were engaged directly or indirectly in 
supplying the wants of the troops. It should be remembered, 
moreover, that the spending power of the people was adversely 
affected by the poor harvest of 1907. 

Confidence returned as soon as a settlement was effected with 
Servia. Happily, also, this year’s harvest prospects are decidedly 
favourable, so that the new era is opening auspiciously. The 
existing social and economic system is not likely to be materially 
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affected by the promised innovations, at any rate for the present. 
The participation of the people in the management of their own 
affairs and the continued redemption of the kmets—a process which 
it is proposed to accelerate in future—will n» doubt engender in 
them a keener interest in existence, and so tend to develop their 
productive capacity. Austrian and Hungarian capital, also, will 
flow in more readily now that the country has been definitely 
annexed. 

In the disposal of his dairy produce, fruit, live-stock, firewood, 
&c., the peasant is no longer limited to the tradesmen in the towns 
and the ground landlord, but has a large number of other 
customers, and he now gets ready money, which formerly he never 
saw. He also pays his taxes and debts in money; the system 
of barter has ceased, and money now circulates even among the 
lowest class of the population. Thus the peasant’s homestead has 
increased in importance, and consequently its needs are greater. 
Money is required for the purchase of live-stock and agricultural 
implements, for a cart and for building a better dwelling and 
outhouses. Many peasants, moreover, have opportunities of 
redeeming their lands, and for this they need money. ‘This 
demand for money must be met. The tradesman in the towns 
still contributes his share, but to-day his terms are less 
onerous and competition is keener. ‘The peasant has other 
resources at his command. The district friendly societies provide 
him with funds at 5 or 6 per cent. interest, and with grain when 
necessary. ‘The loan has to be refunded after the harvest; if the 
peasant is then unable to repay the money, it is recovered through 
the agency of the authorities in the same way as taxes. 

The towns have developed in consequence of the ,settlement of 
many immigrants, the presence of large garrisons, and the traffic 
on roads and railways. Industrial works have also added to 
the prosperity of many districts. In the smallest villages 
there are savings banks and credit institutions, and commercial 
travellers penetrate into the remotest corners, Much important 
mortgage business is done, and bills of exchange are negotiated. 
Formerly the landowner who borrowed money had to pay 
interest at the rate of 100 per cent. and more, especially when he 
sold his crop in advance. Until two years ago 12 per cent. was the 
lowest rate of interest in Bosnia. In no department of public life 
has such a change for the better been effected as in matters of 
credit, It is now taken as a matter of course in Bosnia that bank 
notes and bills of exchange should be in circulation, that the shares 
and mortgage deeds of Bosnian business concerns should be bought 
and sold on the Vienna Stock Exchange, and that the producer 
should be able when opportunity offers to dispose at once of his 
goods. 





* * * 
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La Paz.—The following information is from the report by the 
Acting British Consul at La Paz (Mr. John Watson) on the trade 
of that district in 1908, which will shortly be issued :— 

The financial situation may still be considered as critical, the bad 


state of business being attributed, in the first place, to the crisis _ 


in the United States and, secondly, to the fall in the prices of 
minerals generally. — 

In previous years, when prices were higher, merchants in 
Bolivia imported largely, with a result that they are now over- 
stocked and corsequently unable to dispose of their merchandise at 
a profit. In some cases credits have been stopped, certain business 
houses being unable to pay for goods already ordered. Meanwhile 
imports and exports have gradually diminished in volume during 
the last few years. 

It is difficult to give any opinion as to the prospects for 1909, a 
great deal depending upon the present rate of exchange being 
maintained ; it is rumoured that Congress during the next session 
may reconsider the question of retaining a gold standard, and 
should they decide to abolish this it is evident that exchange will 
again fall. 


* * * 


Sucre-—The following information is from the report by the 
British Vice-Consul at Sucre (Mr. E. F. Moore) on the trade of 
that district in 1908, which will shortly be issued :— 

The districts of Sucre, Potosi and Santa Cruz cannot be reached 
without some considerable part of the journey having to be made 
over roads on which the staple means of transport is the mule. 
Packages and bales should consequently be made either with a 
maximum wéight of 150 lbs. to be placed one on each side of the 
mule, or of 300 Ibs. in a single load. 

Pianos, machinery and other goods which do not admit of being 
restricted to this weight have to be transported on carts; they 
should be timed to arrive at the ports of landing not later than the 
middle of November or not earlier than May, as the rains make 
the roads impracticable for carts during the intervening period. 

As regards the packing of goods, especially in the matter of 
breakable or easily damaged articles, for the interior of South 
America, such of the British packers as have experience in the 
matter know their business too well to need any hint, and the 
Vice-Consul recommends exporters to employ only these. Faulty 
packing is the cause of many goods arriving at Sucre in a useless 
state, the cases reduced to matchwood and the contents disappeared. 
lt must be borne in mind that on an inland journey lasting from 
one to several weeks, cases are exposed to a fierce tropical sun, 
heavy rains, the numerous shocks of being dropped from the mule’s 
back on unloading and of crashing against protruding rocks in the 
narrow passes, besides that continuous jolting on the mule’s backs 
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which, if any article is moving inside a case, can wear a hole’ 
through atin can, pound a glass jar to powder, or irreparably 
damage hats, valuable dress goods and carpets. 

In Sucre, British imports consist mainly of the following 
articles :—Bayetas (woollen baizes), blankets, -calicoes, linens, 
flannels, cotton prints and piece goods in general, cheviots and 
serges, sewing cotton, fancy shirts, collars and cuffs, hosiery, hats 
(men’s), indiarubber goods, leather goods, saddles, boots and shoes, - 
bedsteads, bank notes, candles, cutlery (high-class), drugs, beer, 
spirits (whisky and gin), tea, biscuits and confectionery. 

British imports are exceeded by German in the following 
goods:—Aluminium ware, enamel ware, white metal ware, 
celluloid, aniline dyes, electrical appliances, glassware, plate glass, 
furniture, pianos, toys, leather, men’s underclothing, and sugar. 
Germany is also gaining a hold on the market in blankets, 
cotton piece goods, collars and cuffs (inferior quality), carpets 
(imitation Brussels and tapestry), sewing cotton, ladies’ hats and 
apparel, sewing machines, and beer. 

Imports of French goods exceed those of British make in cotton 
prints, ribbons, silk, ties, collars and cuffs, men’s shirts, ladies’ 
apparel, hats, boots and shoes (especially ladies’), children’s 
clothing, printing and wall paper, toys, stationery, brandies, guns. 

Imports of American manufactures exceed those of British make 
in agricultural implements and machinery (ploughs, picks, spades, 
and wheelbarrows), vehicles, tools, ironware, typewriters, sewing 
machines, billiard tables, clocks and watches, drugs, and tinned 
provisions. They are also a powerful rival in boots and calicoes. 

As a consequence of the opening of the trade route between 
Sucre and the Argentine Republic, the latter country has entered 
into competition with other foreign countries, sending in various 
articles wholly or mainly manufactured there. These consist of 
men’s coloured shirts, collars and cuffs, ties, boots and shoes (both 
men’s and ladies’), confectionery and bottled beer. The latter 
article is the only one, however, that offers any serious competition ; 
it is of very good quality, and the price is 1l. 6s. 8d. per dozen, 
as against British and German ales at 1/. 10s. 6d. and stout at 
11. 15s. per dozen. 

No new openings can be expected to be made for British trade 
until British exporters send out more travellers or establish a 
British firm on the spot. 

The men who carry the samples get the orders, and the German 
travellers are so overwhelmingly superior in numbers to the British 
that they get orders even for articles of exclusively British manu- 
facture. If they can substitute German articles for them they do so. 

As regards the establishment of: British commercial houses, it 
may be objected that the business is too smal]. But Germans and 
others do it and, it is said, make clear profits of from 10 to” 
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20 per cent. The business might be started on the basis of an ex- 
clusive privilege of some staple article, at least one flourishing firm 
having started with regular consignments of bayetas from some 
Lancashire manufacturers. Bayeta is the most universally sold 
article in the Sucre district, and, with a proper assortment of colours, 
the sales are steady. Such houses generally have branches in 
Potosi, which is on the same line of transport, and where the busi- 
ness can be combined with the buying and exporting of minerals. 

Besides the competition of the German firms who, of course, 
favour German trade, British traders should be well prepared before- 
hand to cope with the serious competition of the United States. 

* + * * 


Uruguay.—The following information is from the report by H.M. 
Minister in Uruguay on the trade of that Republic in 1908, which 
will shortly be issued. 

H.M. Vice-Consul at Monte Video (Mr. H. Hall Hall) has 
supplied the following hints and suggestions :— 

The present moment is most opportune for the pushing of British 
trade in Uruguay. Everything British is now invested with even 
greater interest than it had before in the eyes of the people of the 
country. ‘The following suggestions are, therefore, put forward for 
those desirous of obtaining or increasing business in that market. 

Firstly : Too great stress cannot be laid on the importance of 
personal representation. All importers at Monte Video tell the 
same story; British trade suffers owing to the lack of travellers. 
It is stated that German, French and Spanish travellers call weekly, 
British yearly. A catalogue from one firm has no chance against a 
living representative from another. On the mornings when the 
British mail has been delivered, the waste paper baskets of import- 
ing houses may be seen full of catalogues. Jt would surely not be 
out of the power of many British firms, hitherto dependent on 
catalogues and correspondence, to engage travellers with a know- 
ledge of Portuguese and Spanish to work for them con- 
tinually on the east coast of the South American continent. 
Portuguese would be required for the various Brazilian ports, and 
Spanish for Uruguay and Argentina. 

Secondly: If catalogues are sent at all to Uruguay, they, as 
well as ordinary correspondence, should be in the Spanish 
language. Their value would be greatly enhanced if the prices 
were quoted in Uruguayan dollars (4°70 dols. to the 1l.), and the 
measurements were in terms of the metric system. 

Thirdly: Facility as to payment is a very important point. 
Merchants at Monte Video are accustomed to a credit of 90 to 120 
days. An enormous amount of trade is done on credit in Uruguay, 
and firms can easily, by means of bankers’ references and in other 
ways, satisfy themselves as to the standing of particular houses. 
“Cash on receipt of documents” annoys importers, and drives 
them to look for facilities elsewhere. 
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Fourthly : There are British manufacturers who supply various 
importers in the Uruguayan market, without having a special 
agent in charge of their interests. Individual importers do not 
consider it in their interest to push the sale of such goods by 
advertisement, as the increase resulting therefrom would be as 
likely to benefit their rivals as themselves. Hence, the sales are 
not as great as they might be, and the manutacturer bears the 
brunt of the loss. Under such cenditions, it is suggested to the 
manufacturers that, in order to increase the demand for their goods, 
they should advertise in the local papers on their own account. 
For the assistance of any who might wish to adopt this suggestion, 
names of advertising agents in Monte Video have been forwarded 
to the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade.* 

Fifthly: It should be borne in mind that the people for whose 
custom firms are catering are influenced as much by the attractive- 
ness of an article as by its actual worth, and find it more convenient 
to buy cheaply and often than to make one large outlay. No 
goods can compare with the British in durability, but this 
durability means increased price, and is not always accompanied 
by attractive appearance. 





ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR THE IMPERIAL 
INSTITUTE. 

The Advisory Committee for the Imperial Institute met on the 
4th August in the Australian Conference Room at the Imperial 
Institute. In the absence of Lord James of Hereford, Sir Francis 
Hopwood presided. ‘There were also present the Rt. Hon. Sir 
Cecil Clementi-Smith, G.C.M.G., Sir Alfred Bateman, K.C.M.G., 
Mr. Harris, C.B., C.M.G., Sir T. Holderness, K.C.S.I., Captain 
Muirhead Collins, C.M.G., Colonel Pitcher, Professor Wyndham 
Dunstan, F.R.S., Major Lugard, D.S.O., and Mr. C. F. Rey, 
Secretary. 

The Committee inspected the building and the collections of 
exhibits from the Dominions and Colonies. 

Reports of the progress of the various Departments of the 
Imperial Institute during the second quarter of 1909 were sub- 
mitted and considered by the Committee. These reports showed 
that the Scientific and Technical Department had despatched 105 
reports during the quarter, and that on the lst July of the present 
year 202 investigations were in progress. The Public Exhibition 
Galleries were visited by 45,239 persons during the quarter, as 
compared with 25,295 during the corresponding quarter of 1908. 

Fresh exhibits for these Gaileries have been received from;the 
West Indies, Rhodesia, Kast and West Africa, Mauritius, Straits 
Settlements, the Federated Malay States and Hong Kong. 








* These may be obtained by British firms interested on application at the offices 
of the Branch at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 
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SYNDICATES IN THE RUSSIAN IRON AND COAL 
INDUSTRIES. 


The following information is from the report by H.M. Consul- 
General at Odessa (Mr. C. S. Smith) on the trade of that district 
in 1908 (Foreign Office, Annual Series, No. 4,295) :— 


Syndicates now exist in many trades connected with mining, 
metallurgy, and engineering. They are registered as limited com- 
panies for the purchase and sale of certain goods. Their capital is 
small, the shares are subscribed by the several mines or factories, 
and are not quoted on the Stock Exchange, nor are they trans- 
ferable. The shareholders have no contract obligation, except to 
sell exclusively to the syndicate, and usually no fines are exacted. 
In case of a contract being broken, the syndicate can sue for breach 
of contract, although it has happened that the suit has been lost on 
the ground that the contract. itself was one prohibited by law. 
These syndicates are thus seen to be of the nature of cartels. 

Orders are distributed in a certain prearranged proportion, and 
in some cases, to prevent over-production, factories are closed down 
and their owners are compensated out of the general profits. There 
is a syndicate for the sale of Ural roofing iron, ‘“ Krovlya,” 
but the falling-off of orders and the competition of the Donetz and 
Polish mills has brought down the price of roofing iron by about 30 
per cent., so that the primitively equipped Ural mill cannot make 
a profit, even with the assistance of the syndicate. The Railway 
Car Syndicate has been equally unsuccessful. The Syndicate for 
Wire and Wire Nails (‘“‘Gvozd”) failed quite recently, mainly 
through careless administration, and a new syndicate is now 
in formation, which is likely to include both Russian and Polish 
manufacturers. Its name is “ Provolka,” i.e. ‘‘ wire.” 

Duringthe year 1908 an attempt was made toforma wide-spreading 
metallurgical trust (see the “ Board of 'l'rade Journal” of 25th June, 
1908, and previous issues). The private interests of the businesses 
which proposed to join could not be reconciled, however, and the 
scheme failed without being submitted for the sanction of the 
Government. In the meantime a very formidable combine of 
metallurgical works exists under the style of the ‘‘ Company for 
the Sale of Products of the Russian Metallurgical Works.” It is 
commonly called by its telegraphic address, ‘‘ Prodamet,” a coined 
word meaning “Sale of metals.” The head office is at St. Peters- 
burg, and it has branches at most of the larger towns. ‘'he com- 
pany was originally formed by Belgian and French capitalists in 
1902 for the sale of steel plates, but it then commanded only about 
60 per cent. of the production of the Donetz basin. Since then, 
however, several other works have joined, and now it has practi- 
cally a monopoly of the sale. A couple of years later it undertook 
the sale of girders, channels, axles, tyres, cast-iron pipes and 

fittings, and since December, 1908, the sale of merchant and sec- 
tional iron has also been entrusted tothe company. It is expected 
that pig-iron will eventually be included. Light rails, weighing 
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up to 10 Ibs. per foot, are also incluaad': otherwise rails are not 
controlled by the “Prodamet.” As regards the home trade in 
rails, the Government distribute their orders proportionally 
amongst the various mills. For the export trade the three 
large Russian mills (Dnieprovienne, Russo-Belge and Providence. 
Russe), which up to the present year were independent of the 
International Rail Syndicate, have now joined it, and have been 
assigned 27,500, 27, 500 and 20,000 tons per annum, respectively, 
as their share for export. For the sale of steel plates the 
company represents 20 works, for girders and channels 10 works, 
for axles and tyres 7 works, and for cast-iron pipes 6 works. 
The company’s sales in 1908 amounted to :— 


Tons. 
Steel plates ... sia ... 121,990 
Girders and channels svi .. 80,444 


For the sale of merchant and sectional iron 24 works (11 in 
South Russia, 8 in Poland, 3 in the Baltic provinces, and 2 in 
Central Russia) have joined, with a production of about 650,000 
tons perannum. ‘The combination embraces all the rolling milis 
(Walzwerke), nearly all of which are also blast furnaces 
(Huettenwerke), in South Russia, Poland and North Russia: 
The Ural works still stand out, but they are being pressed to join. 
The combination is in form acartel. A three years’ agreement 
has been concluded whereby all the members of the cartel sell their 
entire production, with certain exceptions named below, to the 
‘¢ Prodamet,” which thus acts as a central sales bureau established 
in St. Petersburg. Hach member on joining makes the best 
bargain he can in order to secure the largest possible share of 
orders. 

The conditions that existed at the time of the formation of the 
large iron works in the Donetz basin caused them to be equipped 
for the manufacture of iron bars, plates, beams or rails through all 
the stages from the blast furnace. In one case (Hughesovka 
Works) coal, iron ore and limestone were originally mined in the 
territory of the factory itself, though it now gets its ore from Krivoi 
Rog. Russian iron works are now going yet farther than this, and 
are including engineering in their list, though this can in no way 
be traced to the influence of the syndicate. Thus the works at the 
Mariupol-Nicopol were equipped at the start for making the large 
welded tubes required for the Baku-Batoum oil conduits, the South 
Russian Dnieprov Works (Kamenskaya) make boilers and iron 
roofing, the Alexandrovsk Works of the Briansk Company (Ekater- 
inoslav) are taking up the manufacture of light. railway rolling- 
stock, and the Bieschitza Works of the Briansk Company 
(Bieschitza) make. boilers, bridges and agricultural machinery. 

A second great combine is the so-called ‘““Company for the Sale 
of Coal from the Donetz basin,” known as “ Produgol,” a coined 
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word (used as telegraphic address) meaning “sale of coal.” This 
company was formed in the second half of 1906, and now commands 
the sale of over 60 per cent. of the total output of the Donetz basin. 
It was originally started by 12 companies, but several large col- 
lieries have since joined, and it now includes about 20 companies. 
It works on the principle of each colliery participating with a given 
quantity, a standard price being fixed for the various qualities of 
coal; all profits are divided amongst the interested collieries. 
The subscribed capital is 1,000,000 roubles (about 104,300/.). 
During the second year of its existence the syndicate sold 
6,335,548 tons of coal and 463,000 tons of coke, and received over 
60,000/. in commission. The head office is at Kharkov, with 
branches at St. Petersburg, Moscow, Kieff, Odessa and Mariupol. 
The “Produgol” has not the same power of fixing prices 
as the ‘“ Prodamet,” because, although it sells more than 60 
per cent. of the total production of the Donetz basin, a large 
number of the coal mines are owned and worked by small people 
and peasant communities. ‘These cannot all be bought up by the 
larger mining companies, neither are they easily induced to join a 
syndicate or to limit their output by a contract with one. 
In times of high pressure they underbid the syndicated prices, and 
the aggregate of their output is large enough to prevent the syndi- 
cate from running up the price. When the demand and prices fall 
these small mines close down with practically no expenses beyond 
the wages of a watchman to look after the primitive mine equip- 
ment. 





RAILWAY FREIGHT RATES IN GERMANY. 


Through Tariffs for Export. 

The following information is from the report by H.M. Consul- 
General at Frankfort-on-Main (Sir F. Oppenheimer) on the trade 
of that district in 1908-9, which will shortly be issued :— 

The higher prices of raw materials, and the increased cost of 
living which has necessitated higher wages and a wider margin 
for employers’ profits, have worked against the competitive power 
of German manufacturers in the world’s markets; but the changes 
in one of the constituent factors of the cost of manufacture has 
worked to its advantage, namely the cost of transport. The system 
of State railways has given the Prussian and other German 
Governments the facility of assisting industries, where assistance is 
deemed to be especially needed, by a cheap rate of carriage 
(exceptional tariffs). Some industries have thus been actually 
kept alive at home, e.g., the industry of stones made from alluvial 
sand near the Lower Rhine; other industries have derived very 
considerable advantage, e.g., by the exceptional coal tariff applicable 
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for the carriage of coal from the Rhenish- Westphalian coal district to 
the Lahn and other places where iron ore is mined. A standing 
tariff board, specially appointed, is chiefly engaged in examining 
the claims of applicant industries to have their goods included in 
a cheaper section of the railway tariff, which is roughly divided into 
three classes for various goods carried in various quantities. These 
three tariffs are known as Tariffs I, I], and III. ‘The difference in 
the rate of carriage between Tariffs I. and II. is approximately 22 
per cent.; between Tariffs II. and III. it varies from 26 per cent. 
to 37 per cent. The applications by various industries are, it is 
admitted, examined in a generous spirit; once an industry has 
been granted the cheaper tariff, this benefit is not withdrawn. 
In a vast railway system, like that represented by the Govern- 
ment railways, such favours can be more easily bestowed because 
the shortage of receipts in one quarter is more easily balanced 
by greater. carriage of goods or by heavier passenger traffic in 
another. 

Through Tariffs for EHxport.— Special and very considerable 
facilities are offered for goods consigned on the Prussian and 
other German railways to German ports for export. They are 
carried on a further reduced scale styled “ export tariff,” which 
represents a very considerable reduction upon the Tariffs I., II. 
and III. So great is the benefit thus bestowed that the ques- 
tion has quite recently been raised in the United States whether 
such reduction in the cost of carriage by State-owned railways 
did not properly fall under the heading of an export bounty. 
In some cases similar export tariffs operate when the destina- 
tion is not a German port, e.g., in the carriage of coal to 
Switzerland, to France, &c., when it is intended to assist the 
sale of the German commodity in its competition against foreign 
goods. The greatest benefit, so far as the carriage of goods is 
concerned, is offered by the through tariffs to a number of foreign 
markets (carriage by rail plus ocean transport), e.g., the German 
Levant Tariff x.@ Hamburg or by the Atlas Line vid Bremen; the 
German East African Tariff vid Hamburg; and the Southern 
German Levant Tariff vid Trieste. The figures which follow will show 
how very tangible the advantage granted under this system of 
through tariffs is ; it not only enables the manufacturer to ship more 
cheaply than if compelled to send by rail to port, and from there by 
regular or stray opportunity, with the uncertain charges for trans- 
shipment from rail to boat, which are included in the through tariffs, 
but it greatly facilitates his calculations in offering goods abroad 
when orders may be gained by promptness in making quotations. 
On the basis of the through tariffs the manufacturer, without any 
delay such as would be caused by reference to shipping companies, 
can provide his local agent abroad with quotations for goods c.i.f., 
without any risk of miscalculation. The advantage of these through 
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tariffs is so great in these days of keen international competition 
that to the Consul-General’s knowledge a British firm has main- 
tained a factory in Germany for no other purpose than to enable it 
to participate in the benefits of them, while for other purposes it 
runs a similar factory in the United Kingdom. At one time an 
attempt was made to reserve solely for manufactured goods of 
German origin the benefit of these through tariffs. This effort, 
however, was frustrated, chiefly because it was feared that State- 
owned railways in other countries might retaliate to the further 
detriment of the German export. 

The following is an example of the rates charged under the 
different tariffs; iron rails are taken in two different quantities, 
and Frankfort is taken as the point of departure. The distance 
from Frankfort to Hamburg is 531 kiloms., and the rates given 
are per 100 kilogs. :-— 














Hamburg Seapori | [hrough Tariffs,” 
Hamkurg. (In Transitu). Total Freight. 
aS o | 
— |g |8a | § | $e] 
a) mF fae Es Ba 
$ | g | Ese | see) £2 | E32 
4 & |aoe |hea | gs | 8 
» & = Sm | Sf 
=| o 2 rs m © ir ~ 
M. pf.| M. pf.| M. pf.| Pf M. ot. M. pf. 
(a) 5,000 kilogs. to 10,000 | 
kilogs. ai wo tin. me) 8: “he = Te ee Se 
(6) 10,000 kilogs. or more| 1 98; 1 59{| 1 59 98 5. Ss | 3 98 




















———— 


As a further instance, figures are given for the carriage of the 
same goods from Kénigsberg to Hamburg, a distance of 843 
kiloms. : — 














| “ Through Tariffs,” 
Hamburg. | Total Freight. 
‘Kénigsberg ae 
In Konigsberg 
Loco. ; ' to Constan- 
Transitu, | tinople. to Durban. 
M. pf. M. pf. M. pf. M. pf. 
(a) 5,000 kilogs. to 10,600 
kilogs.... _ ise 4 34 4 34 2 57 4 59 
(4) 10,000 kilogs. or more... S: «7% o. re 2 44 4 46 

















NoTE.—Since the working out of the above figures the rates for the carriage of 
goods. to Asia Minor, &c., have been very slightly (1 to 14 per cent.) increased. 


From the foregoing table it can be gathered that the 100 kilogs. 
unit rate for sending; for instance, a quantity of rails (varying 
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between 5,000 and 10,000 kilogs. 4 from Frankfort to Constantinople, 
is actually less than the cost of sending them from Frankfort to 
Hamburg, though, under the Levant tariff, from which the cost of 
carriage to Constantinople is taken, the goods actually travel vid 
Hamburg. It is not known how-the cost is apportioned between 
the State railways and the respective steamship companies, but it 
is to be noted that the longer the German railway journey under 
the through tariff, the greater becomes the difference between 
the cost of carriage to port and the total cost of carriage abroad :— 


Cost of Carriage 
for 5,000 kilogs. 











M. pf. 

Frankfort-Hamburg (531 _—, ‘jad one sie nee 2 78 

Frankfort-Constantinople e ome we ove ese 2 14 

Difference oop on ove ose ots O 64 
Kénigsberg-Hamburg (843 kiloms.) be sae 4 3 

Kénigsberg-Constantinople .... eee wed sie so ee SF 

Difference sos cn moe ces See 1 77 





It is certain that the steamship company cannot find its 
obligation to carry at the through rate a lucrative one; the 
chronic state of financial reorganisation, in spite of a steadily 
increasing traffic, which has in the past characterised the Levant 
trade steamship company, points in that direction. 

For anybody acquainted with German commierce there can be no 
doubt, says the Consul-General, that a great part of its foreign 
success is due to the low freight charges for German manufac- 
tures to foreign markets. 

The Inter-State Truck Union.—Considering the great revenue 
which the various confederate governments derive from their rail- 
way systems, and more especially from their carriage of goods, a 
recent innovation is worth noticing. It will eventually benefit 
German industry by enabling the various State railways in course 
of time further to reduce their cost of carriage. In November, 
1908, Prussia, Bavaria, Saxony, Wiirtemberg, Baden, Mecklenburg, 
Oldenburg and Alsace-Lorraine formed an Inter-State Truck Union, 
which began operations on Ist April last (see ‘“‘Board of Trade 
Journal ” of 17th December, 1908, pp. 570-1). The object of the 
Union is the common use of the goods wagons belonging to the 
various railway administrations. ‘The Union will control approxi- 
mately 500,000 trucks. Heretofore. each administration utilised 
in general its own rolling stock. In future each administration 
is entitled to use the trucks of any other, and a satisfactory system 
has been devised for calculating the share of the total receipts to 
which each administration is finally entitled. Thus ‘“‘ empties” 
will in future be practically avoided; a great saving will also be 
effected in the rolling stock and in time and money so far as 
shunting operations are concerned. 
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PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. 


RUSSIA. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
information to the effect that a Bill is to be 
arse rr submitted to the Russian Duma providing for 
ae an increase in the Customs duty on imported 
Duty ew fishing nets. 
ets. 





TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt of a copy of a General Order 
_ recently issued by the Commissioners of 
Spirits Exported Customs and Excise, authorising Customs 


ae =m officers to certify, without charge, on a memor- 
loreal andum setting forth particulars of any ship- 
P ments of spirits to India, that the consignment 


has been delivered from bond for exportation to that country. The 
memorandum is to be prepared by the exporter and must agree 
with the official account. 

The Board understand that this General Order has been issued 
at the request of British exporters, and in order that advantage 
may be taken of a concession granted by the Customs Authorities 
at Calcutta authorising the admission, without examination, of 
spirits shipped from British ports at the quantity and strength 
found when delivered for exportation, provided a covering certifi- 
cate is issued by the Customs department. 





BRITISH INDIA, 


The “ Gazette of India” of 3rd July last contains a Customs notice 
Prohibition of dated 30th June, 1909, notifying the prohibition 
i age of the bringing, by sea or land, of intoxicating 

hac Pane PIS drugs prepared from the hemp plant into the 
mame ert into territories administered by the Governor of Fort 
Pca ie St George in Council—-provided that permission 
may be granted to bring any such drugs from 

any Foreign Territory or Native State for tne purpose of supply to 
any trade appertaining thereto or for the purpose of supply from 
one part of British Territory to another through intervening Native 


States or Foreign Territory. 





ns 




















Aug. 5, 1909.] TIIE BOARD OF TRADE JOURMAL. 273 








Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


The ‘‘ Commonwealth of Australia Gazette ” of 19th June, contains 
' a Customs By-law (No. 48) which provides for 
4 “ae ota the free importation into the Australian 
Machine Tools. Commonwealth of the following machine tools 
under item No. 166 of the Customs Tariff, with 

effect from 14th September, 1908 :— 


MACHINE TOOLS, 
For metal working— 
Close joint tube rolling machines. 





TRANSVAAL: 


The “Transvaal Government Gazette” of 2nd July contains the 
text of an Act (No. 6 of 1909) to regulate the 
importation of bees, honey and beeswax into 
the Colony. 
Bees, Honey The Act, which is to come into operation on 
ask aes a date to be fixed by Proclamation of the 
’ Governor in the “ Gazette,” provides that no 
person shall import, or cause to be imported, into the Colony :— 
(a) Bees, from any place whatever, without special permission 
of the Department of Agriculture. 
(h) Honey or beeswax from any place outside South Africa. 
(c) Used beehives or used beehive accessories or appliances, 
or anything which has been used to contain or manipu- 
late bees or beeswax from any place outside South Africa. 
The Governor is, however, empowered to declare by notification 
in the ‘Gazette,” that in cases where reciprocal legislation 
exists in other colonies or territories of South Africa, bees native 
of that colony or territory may be allowed to be imported. 


Regulations 
respecting 
Importation of 





—_—— 


BRITISH EAST AFRICA PROTECTORATE. 


The “ Official Gazette” of the East Africa Protectorate of Ist July 
contains a Notice issued by the Chief of Customs 
Ciletins ter. ™ Mombassa on 23rd June, giving the rates 
bithalen Mirserted which have been fixed for the purposes of export 
p ‘duty on various articles exported from the 
Protectorate during the period from 15th July to 30th September 
next inclusive. 
The Notice may be seen by traders interested on application to 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, H.C. 


Customs Tariff 





[Eee 
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NYASALAND PROTECTORATE. 

A copy of a Notice (No. 72 of 1909), dated Ist May, 1909, has 
. been received, fixing, under Sections 6 (b) and 

waar oe Valuation 8 (a) of the Consolidating Customs Ordinance of 

ssessments. . 

«be 1906, the Customs valuations on the under- 

mentioned goods for export or transit export purposes in the 

‘Nyasaland Protectorate, as follows :— 


Coffee ... ... 5d. per lb. Maize... ... 2l, per ton. 
_ Se a > Maize flour soe Oh - 
Beeswax ee: Rice we rm 1 - 
Chillies << Potatoes ... we = 
Cotton... ...5d. to 18, per lb. Tin (ingot) oe 1500. ,, 
Ginger --. 343d. perlb. Copper (ingot)... &0l. ,, 
Ground nuts... 14d. ,, Copper ore— 
Strophanthus... 2s. 6d. ,, Treated dais Ss ca 
Hippo’ teeth... 2s.  ,, Untreated... 151. ,, 
Ivory ... a. oa Graphite... —— | |6ho 
Oil seeds— Sisal hemp vo a 
Sesame aes > “OB 4, Mauritius hemp... 251. ,, 
Castor oil ... Id. ,, Sansevieria fibre.. 20/. _,, 
Rubber jo a i Cotton seed on Iede 
» (cultivated) 4s. ,, Cattle... ... 32. per head 
Tobacco— Sheep... oe 48. - 
Unmanufactured 6d. _,, Goats... si - 
Manufacturcd 
Mica... i 


All previous notices fixing valuations are cancelled. 


BRITISH GUIANA. 
With reference to the notice which appeared on p. 531 of the 
Reculati “ Board of Trade Journal” of 10th June last 
eer te respecting the proposed regulations regarding 
respecting the the transportation of timber on the Corentyne 
Transportation of River, between British and Dutch Guiana, the 
Timber between Board of Trade have now received a copy of a 
British and = Notice, dated 29th June, 1909, stating that the 
Dutch Guiana. 5 ,ove-mentioned ‘‘Corentyne Timber Trade 
Regulations” made by the Comptroller of Customs of the Colony 
were approved by the Governor and Court of Policy on 28th 
June last. 








NETHERLANDS. 
With reference to the notice which appeared at pp. 320-1 of the 
ais “ Board of Trade Journal” for the month of 
a enihintiaidtle September, 1899, containing a translation of 
the sen fe the Dutch “ Fruit Wine Law, 1899,” the Board 
9” of Trade are now in receipt, through the Foreign 
Law, 1899. . Office, of copy and translation of a further Law, 
dated the 12th June, providing that a new article (7 bis) shall be 
added to the Law of 1899 reserving the right to grant exemption 
from excise duty in the case of wine, in stock in distilleries of the 
first class, for use in the manufacture of distilled beverages which 
are destined for exportation. 
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NETHERLANDS~—continued. 
The Board are also in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of a 
copy and translation of a Decree of the Dutch 

















borers Ministry of Finance, dated the 17th June, 
. which fixes the tariff classification of various 
articles. The more important of these decisions are noted 
below :— - 
Articles, Rate of Duty. 
Florins cts. 
Fireproof bricks or pots, provided with an opening which 
ean be closed by a fireproof plug, for use in ascertaining 
the heat of gas ovens, dutiable as “ Pottery ” 5% ad val, 
Soya oil, a fatty saponifiable oil, dutiable as “ Oils not 
specially mentioned” ... 100 kilogs. 0 55 
Diacet yldioxime (dimethylglyowime), a powder prepared 
from acetic acid, in bottles of 10 gms., without directions 
as to use ... Free. 
Methylacet acetic ‘methylester, ‘dutiable as “ Pyroligneous 
spirits, &c.” . | Litre 1 15 
Naphtalan, a metlicine composed of mineral oil and a little | 
soap, in tins of 50, 100, 200, 400 or 800 gms. », provided | 
with directions for use, dutiable as “ Small wares’ | 5% ad val, 
Coloured printing int, and mixing inks for printing inks, 
for use in commercial printing works, in any packing Free. 


Lysol, a disinfectant, dutiable as “ Soap, other, soft ” ° 
Asphalt tar compound, a paint, consisting of a solution of 
asphelt in heavy coal tar oil, dutiable as “ Paints ground 
inoil”  ... eee soe je coe oes eee ees 


100 kilogs. 1 00 





5% ad val. 





Special Beer Priming.—A liquid to be added to extracts in 
breweries, consisting of a semi-inverted sugar syrup with a purity 
factor of 92, is subject to the excise duty on sugar. 


SPAIN. 
With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 644 of the 
“ Board of Trade Journal” for the 24th June 
respecting the new Spanish Shipping Law, it 
should be noted that Article 20 of the Law 
: provides that the materials used in repairing 
spanish Vessels Spanish vessels abroad shall be exempt from 
Abroad. 
the payment of Customs duty in Spain, pro- 
vided that such repairs were considered indispensable for safe 
navigation. 


The effect of Article 21 of the same Law is that Spanish. ship- 
Duty to be builders will not for the future be allowed 
charged on Ma- refund of the’ Customs duties leviable on 
terials imported the materials (including machinery, boilers, 
for the Construc- PU™PS:. shafts, &c.), which they import into 
re rage Spain for the construction, improvement and 
Winds repair of vessels. Hitherto the duty paid on 

‘ such materials has been refunded on compliance 

by the shipbuilder with certain regulations. 





Exemption from 
Duty of Materials 
used in Repairing 
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PORTUGAL (LOURENCO MARQUES). 


H.M. Consul at wanes women 9 reports that ‘“ Golden Syrup” 

, which has hitherto paid duty on importation at 

nega Lourenco Marques at the abo of 3 per cent. 

. ad valorem, under the head of “ goods not 

Sy —_ specially mentioned in the Tariff,” will in future 

be treated for Customs purposes as sugar, and consequently pay 
duty at the rate of 80 reis per kilogramme. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The Board of Food and Drug Inspection, United States Depart- 
“ Food I ti ment of Agriculture, have issued the following 
ood Anspection decision (Food Inspection Decision No. 108) on 





“ cg the subject of the importation of decomposed, 
“—_ - & v0 imperfect and damaged coffee :—Rotten or de- 
— composed coffee berries, coffee which is damaged 


by water during shipment, or which has acquired a permanently 
offensive odour because of its proximity to hides or other materials 
of objectionable odour, and immature berries without pronounced 
smell or taste, may not be imported or sold as coffee within the 
jurisdiction of the United States Food and Drugs Act. 

It is recognized by the decision that the ordinary coffees of 
commerce sometimes contain small quantities of these prohibited 
products, and it is provided that no action will be taken in regard 
to these owing to the small amount of the substances referred to 
which may be present. In determining the action of the Depart- 
ment as to whether any particular lot contains more than the 
ordinary small quantities of the prohibited products, coffee graded as 
No. 8, on the New York Coffee Exchange, will be taken as a 
standard. Screenings consisting of inferior or broken berries, of 
stones, sticks, dirt, &c., should not be sold as coffee even in a 
ground condition. ‘This product should be designated as “ coffee 


screenings.” 





ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 

The Argentine “ Boletin Oficial” for the 19th June contains a 
itietiaitae ‘nt Presidential Decree authorising the importation 
alee mig ss of cattle, horses, sheep and goats from certain 

the International COU2ttes (including the United Kingdom) for 

Agricultural and exhibition at the International Agricultural 

Cattle Exhibition and Cattle Exhibition, to be held at Buenos 

’ Aires in June, 1910. This concession is subject 
to compliance with certain regulations, the text of which (in 

Spanish) may be seen by persons interested, at the Commercial 

Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 


London, E.C. 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT. 


_ DUTCH WEST INDIES (CURACOA). 

H.M. Consul at Curagoa (Mr. J. Jesurun) reports that on Ist 
July a wireless telegraph station was opened on 
the island of Curacoa to communicate with all 
ships’ receivers, but only when vessels are at 
sea. Messages may be transmitted at a distance 
of 2,000 kilometres (1,242 miles). The station will be opened on 
all working days from 5 a.m. to 7 p.m., and on Sundays and 
holidays from 5 a.m. to 6 a.m. and from 6 to 7 p.m. The minimum 
charge will be 1 florin (1s. 8d.) for the transmission of a message 
of 10 words, and 0:1 florin (2d.) for each additional word. The 
receiver as well as the transmitter of a wireless message must pay 
both the ship’s and the shore station’s charges. No messages will 
be sent to vessels in any port. 


Wireless Tele- 
graph Station at 
Curacoa. 


H.M. Consul also reports that all port charges, such as harbour, 

light and beacon dues, have been abrogated by 

AE a A the Government of Curagoa. In consequence, 

&e ’ vessels calling at Curagoa or at the other 

: islands forming the colony are now only 

subject to the payment of pilotage, whether they make use of the 

services of the pilot or not, for entering and leaving the several 
ports of the islands. 


Abrogation of 





BOLIVIA—CHILE—BRAZIL: 

The following information is from the report by the Acting 

British Consul at La Paz (Mr. J. Watson) on the trade of that 
district in 1908, which will shortly be issued :— 
Antofagasta line.—Arrangements have been arrived at whereby the 
Antofagasta and Bolivia Railway Company 
have assumed control of that portion of the 
railway system in Bolivia already constructed 
or projected by the American house of Speyer 
& Co. The line at present in operation extends from Antofagasta 
(Chile), to Viacha (Bolivia), a distance of about 720 miles, and 
it is proposed to construct branch lines from Uyuni to Potosi and 
to Tupiza. The connection is also contemplated of Oruro and 
Cochubamba (see “ Board of Trade Journal” of 4th February 
last, p. 214). 

Arwa-La Paz railway.—The Chilian Government has recently 
signed a contract with a British firm for the construction of the 
line from Arica to La Paz (see “ Board of Trade Journal” 
of 17th December, 1908, p. 546), and there is now every prospect 
of this work being completed within three years. 

Madeira-Mamoré railway.—Of this railway* 62 miles are 
already in operation. Starting from San Antonio (Brazil) on the 
River Madeira, which point is accessible to steamers, the line 


* See “ Board of Trade Journal” of 20th May last, p. 394 and previous notices. 


Progress of 
Railway 
Construction. 
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will be continued for a distance of some 125 miles further to the 
Bolivian frontier, whence by means of a regular system of small 
steamers, plying on the rivers Beni, Mamoré and their tributaries, 
a vast and fertile portion of North-eastern and Eastern Bolivia, 
hitherto practically unknown but capable of producing sugar, 
coffee, rice, cattle, &c., in large quantities, will be opened up. 


URUGUAY. 
The following information is from the report by H.M. Minister 
in Uruguay on the trade of that Republic in 1908, which will 
shortly be issued :— 





The Central Uruguayan Railway has been pushing forward its 
eastern extension towards the Brazilian boun- 


Railway dary at Centurion, and it is now in working 
Extension : order nearly as far as Melo. When this section 
Connection with is completed, the construction of a branch line 
Brazilian from Nico Perez to Treinta y Tres (see “ Board 
Systems. of Trade Journal” of 3lst December, 1908, 


p. 643), will be immediately undertaken at 
the request of the Government. ‘This branch will open up a 
specially fertile district at present unconnected by rail with Monte 
Video or any other port. ‘The northern branch line, which already 
extends as far as Rivera on the Brazilian frontier, will before long 
be connected with the Brazilian railway system, as the Great 
Southern Railway of Brazil is building a line from Cascequi to 
Santa Anna (Rivera), thus giving the Central Railway of Uruguay 
access to the province of Rio Grande. Last October an “ Inter- 
national Service” was inaugurated by a junction with the Brazilian 
Railway at Uruguayana, and by this service, which was effected by 
a combination between the Central Company, the Midland and the 
North Western, travellers were enabled to proceed by land to 
Porto Alegre and Rio Grande, this being the first step towards 
establishing a railway service between Monte Video and Rio de 
Janeiro. In this connection, H.M. Minister mentions that an 
aid refererulum concession has been given to an American Company 
to construct a railway from Colonia vid Durazno and Rio Negro 
to San Luis on the Brazilian frontier (see ‘‘ Board of ‘Trade 
Journal” of 10th December, 1908, p. 496), a distance of 550 
kiloms. (342 miles), which, if carried into effect, will bring Monte 
Video within four days of Rio. 

The Eastern Railway Company has completed arrangements 
for prolonging its line from La Sierra to Maldonado and Rocha 
(see “ Board of Trade Juurnal” of 18th February, 1909, p. 312), 
and the work has been begun. 

There are now 1,944 kiloms. (1,207 miles) of British-owned 
railway lines in Uruguay, as compared with 543 kiloms. (837 miles) 
in 1887, and, when various projected extensions are carried out 
there will be 3,630 kiloms. (2,254 miles) of lines, representing a 
capital of 21,000,000/. 
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MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY. 


GOLD COAST. 


A supplement to the “Government Gazette” of the Gold Coast 
Gold Production of 26th June contains a report on the gold 

in 1908 mining industry of that colony in 1908. The 
amount of gold obtained during the year was 
281,257 fine ounces, of an estimated value of 1,195,0001., an 
increase of 7,359 ounces, of an estimated value of 31,0001., over 
the production in 1907. 

The above-mentioned supplement, containing the full report, 
may be seen by British firms interested on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, E.C. 





EGYPT. 


The following information is from the report by H.M. Vice- 
Consul at Alexandria (Mr. R. M. Graves) on the trade of that 
district in 1908, which will shortly be issued :— 

The fellah has reasons for not relinquishing the tools to which he 
is accustomed, and which have served his 


es ancestors from times of remote antiquity. At 
Agricultural 
; first sight the cheap and simple model of 
Machinery. 


plough used in Egypt strikes one as being 
deplorably inadequate: but the local plough can work after the 
Nile flood in spite of mud, and can be repaired on the spot with 
the aid of some wood and a few nails, whilst the European plough, 
being of a more complicated and delicate nature, would be damaged 
by the system of irrigation, and requires a wheelwright or smith 
for repairs. This latter fact alone renders its use practicable only 
in the neighbourhood of towns where workmen belonging to those 
trades are to be had. However, steam ploughs are becoming more 
popular each year. For example, in the last six years over 150 
sets of a patent steam plough of British make have heen sent to 
Egypt. Each set consists of two engines and one cultivator, and 
can plough 20 feddans (21 acres) per day, about 25 cms. (10 
inches) deep the first time and as much as 35 cms. (14 inches) the 
second time. During the past year a number of improved steam 
‘“kassabias ” have been imported for levelling land in reclamation 
work, ‘These are much lighter than formerly, more easily steered 
and can be turned round if necessary. 

Defective means of raising water are still to be found through- 
out the country, but lately there has been a decided increase in 
the number of steam pumps along the Nile and canal banks, and 
on the wells used for the purpose of irrigation. On all sides the 
primitive mills worked by hand are slowly disappearing, and their 
place is being taken by mills worked by steam engines and by oil 
or gas motors. 
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An interesting and effective novelty has just been introduced in 
the shape of an inexpensive seed cleaning machine, specially 
designed for the Egyptian market and constructed by a British 
firm who have for many years past made a speciality of machinery 
of this description. The machine is extremely simple and easy 
to operate. The seed is fed into a hopper so arranged that the 
quantity passed through can be increased or diminished at will. 





RUSSIA. 


Adverting to the notice on p. 596 of the “‘ Board of Trade Journal ” 
of 17th June relative to the manufacture of agricultural machinery 
in Russia, the following information is taken from the report by 
the British Vice-Consul at Berdiansk (Mr. J. Grieves) on the trade 
of that district in 1908 (Foreign Office Annual Series, 4,295) :— 


The manufacture of agricultural machinery of the latest patterns 


is now the staple industry of the town of | 


Manufacture of ordiansk and district. Ploughs, sowers, 
Agricultural ee reves. # th 
Machinery reapers, mowers and horse threshers are the 
oi Ceaiiiaenaie specialities produced, and they find a ready 
‘gale in all the grain-producing districts of 
Russia, Asiatic as well as European. There are in all eight 
factories engaged in the trade. Of these, one under British 
management, with 800 hands, and another managed by German 
colonists, with 250 men, are situated in the town itself. Their 
joint production for 1908 was 12,000 ploughs, 6,000 sowers 
and 5,000 reapers and mowers, amounting in value to 1,500,000 
roubles (about 158,000/.). The production of the other six factories 
must have been greater. ‘The ploughs are single furrow and 
multiple, all of the most improved types. No swing ploughs are 
made, there being no demand for them; the Russian likes to put 
his plough into the ground and walk beside it without handling 
it until he throws it out at the end of the furrow, and except in 


a few places in the north no plough not suitable for this practice . 


will sell. The prices of single furrow ploughs vary from 15 roubles 
(11. lis. 8d.) for a two-horse plough to 314 roubles (31. 6s. 6d.) 
for a three-pair plough. The two and three-share ploughs are used 
for shallow ploughing and also for covering in seed sown with a 
broadcast sower. There are also 4, 5, 6 and 7-furrow ploughs 
made, which are exclusively used for seed covering and are 
generally combined with sowers which drop the seed into the open 
furrow, the next following share covering it in. The prices are: 
—2 and 3-furrow ploughs, 33 to 40 roubles (3/1. 9s. 10d. to 
4l. 4s. 6d.); 4, 5, 6 and 7-furrow with seeder, 55 to 85 roubles 
(51. 16s. 2d. to 81. 19s. 6d.). Very few broadcast sowers are now 
sold, the demand being for the most up-to-date drills of 11, 13, 
15, 17 and 19 rows, varying in price from 105 to 200 roubles 
(111. 1s. 9d. to 211. 2s. 6d.) The reaper is mainly of a type first 
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RUSSIA—continued. 


made at Berdiansk in 1879 and found in no other country; it 
is a hand-delivery machine with a 54 foot knife of simple con- 
struction and light in draft. Its simplicity, durability and low 
price have secured its success in all districts where the crops are 
not too heavy to be thrown off by hand. Of this type of machine, 
which is now made in more than 40 factories in South Russia, 
65,000 were sold in 1908: it sells at 125 to 140 roubles (131. 4s. 
to 14/. 15s. 9d.). The native self-delivery reaper sells at 160 to 
170 roubles (161. 18s. to 171. 19s.). Of these only 1,000 were made, 
as machines of this kind enter free of duty. 

Self-binding harvesters are the only agricultural machines of 
importance which are not yet produced by Russian manufacturers, 
and the demand for them is enormous. The Americans have a 
monopoly in this trade. Native makers cannot compete, for not 
only does the machine itself enter duty free, but, until 1st January, 
1911, 30 pouds (1,080 lbs.) of binding twine is allowed to be 
imported free of duty with each machine ; for this amount of twine 
under ordinary circumstances local makers would have to pay a 
duty of 31. 6s. 6d. The wholesale selling price of American binding 
harvesters ranges from 285 to 325 roubles (801. 1s. 8d. to 34l. 6s.) 
delivered free at a Russian port. 


. a * * 


The following information is from the report by H.M. Consul- 

General at Odessa (Mr. C. 8S. Smith) on the trade of that district 
in 1908 (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 4,295) :— 
One of the principal industries of the Odessa district is the mining 
of mineral fuel in the Donetz basin. The supply 
is plentiful, and in quality it varies from the 
best hard anthracite of considerable specific 
gravity down to very soft coal which is very light. The harder 
kinds of anthracite require a strong draught to burn well and 
are somewhat difficult to kindle, so that frequently some soft coal 
is used to kindle the fire, but once started they burn very 
economically, with no flame, and produce intense heat. They 
make a splendid fuel for household purposes, since they are far 
cleaner than ordinary coal. Thirty years ago, before metallurgical 
industries had started, anthracite was principally sought, then 
smoky coal for manufacturing purposes and for shipping was 
chiefly needed, but of late anthracite has again been demanded. 

Two principal difficulties in the way of the development of this 
industry are the dearness of capital and the want of uniformity of 
the mineral. A further difficulty lies in the reputed liability of 
Donetz coal to spontaneous combustion ; this, however, it is claimed, 
is exaggerated. Notwithstanding these difficulties Donetz coal is 


Coal Mining in 
the Donetz Basin. 
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RUSSIlA—centinued. 


now being carried by sea in considerable quantities to the Baltic 
ports. During 1909 it is expected that over 400,000 tons of coal 
inferior to British coal will be thus carried from Mariupol (which 
is about 3,700 nautical miles from Dover) past the United King- 
dom to Russian Baltic ports, where it is purchased for the State 
railways and for the Baltic Fleet. 

. . ° * 


The following information is from the report by the British Vice- 
Consul at Nicolaieff (Mr. J. P. Bagge) on the trade of that district 
in 1908 (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 4,295) :-— 


The export of rails showed an increase in 1908, the total quantity 
; shipped from Nicolaieff being 24,260 tons, as 
prs eon against 16,245 tons in 1907. This export was 
* due to the lack of orders in Russia and the 
consequent desire of the manufacturers to gecure any contracts in 
order to keep their works open. ‘The price, f.o.b., was about 51. 5s. 
per ton. 

A noticeable feature of the trade in 1908 is that a wider market 
was found, rails being exported to India, Japan, Roumania and 
even to the United Kingdom, whereas in 1907 Italy was practically 
the only buyer. The following table gives the various countries 
of destination, with the respective shipments in 1908 :— 





Tons. 

Japan ... inn we ee os one ae 7,050 
_.. a= ie ste ee ah ine sie 6,047 
Roumania ota ove sie see we ei 5,241 
Italy -_ bak hee pas nis - ia 2,928 
United Kingdom oie ‘ia we ons oan 2,001 
Belgium ... a see a jes bee ies 501 
Netherlands... chp na sip sae wes 492 
Total oes ae pes an .. 24,260 





See article on “Syndicates in the Russian [ron and Coal 
Industries, pp. 266-8, as to Russian rail mills joining the Inter- 
national Rail Syndicate. 





GERMANY. 


The following information is from the report by H.M. Consul- 
General at Hamburg (Sir W. Ward, C.V.O.) on the trade of tha 
district in 1908, which will shortly be issued :— 


The total imports of British and Westphalian coal into Hamburg in 
Imvorts of Coal 1908 amounted to 5,015,000 tons and 2,460,000 
‘mpor's of woe’  tonsrespectively,ascompared with 5,020,000tons 
ne aE: and 2,485,000 tons in 1907. These figures show 
that in spite of the general industrial depression in 1908, the con- 
sumption of coal experienced only an inconsiderable falling-off ; 
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GERMAN Y—continued. 


during the first six months of the year the imports of British coal 

were 380,000 tons greater than during the same period of 1907, 

and it was only in the latter half of the year that the imports 

decreased. This increase in imports during the first part of 1908 

was to a great degree due to the fall in the price of the British 

product and to the low rates of freight for inland navigation, very 

large shipments being consequently sent by river to the Upper Elbe 

and other inland districts, which usually consume German coal. 

During the last two or three months of 1908 the prices of British 

coal again advanced, and contracts made with German consumers 
since November for delivery during the year 1909 were made at 
higher prices. As regards the Westphalian coal market, it may be. 
observed that the policy followed of late years by the German coal 
syndicates of maintaining a fixed standard price of coal was much 
discussed and attacked in the German public press in 1908. 
Although the syndicates held on to their principle until December, 
they then, in view of the continued unfavourable state of trade, felt 
themselves compelled to give way and to reduce their prices, except 
in the case of contracts already concluded. This, no doubt, had the 
effect of promoting exports of Westphalian coal to Hamburg during 
the last month of the year. 


. * * * 


The following information is from the report by the British 
Vice-Consul at Emden (Mr. W. H. M. Sinclair) on the trade of 
that district in .1908, which will shortly be issued :— 

An undertaking which will be of interest has been initiated near 

Utilisation of Aurich with Government assistance. Works 

are being erected with a view to utilising peat, 


Peach of of which a vast supply is available, for the 
Electricity generating of electricity. The Government 


will, it is reported, require a supply of some 
2,000,000 kilowatts yearly in connection with the harbour at 
Kmden. 





BOLIVIA, 


The following information is from the report by the British 
Vice-Consul at Sucre (Mr. E. F. Moore) on the trade of that dis- 
trict in 1908, which will shortly be issued :— 


The products of Potosi are essentially mineral, consisting chiefly 
of tin, silver, copper, bismuth, and small quan- 
Mining in Potosi. tities of several other metals. The official 
figures for the production in 1907, which are 
the latest available, are as follows :— 
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£ 
oo me aint sti ... 2,220,000 
Silver a te St av 446,000 
Copper Me ¥ a bi 6,000 
Bismuth ... 9 ; me 79,000 


Potosi provided altogether 44 per cent. of the total exports 
from Bolivia. The principal mining establishments are situated 
in and around the city of Potosi, in Chorolque, Tupiza, Uncia, 
Liallagua, and Huanchaca. 





YARNS AND TEXTILES. 
EGYPT. 


The following information is from the report by H.M. Vice- 
Consul at Alexandria (Mr. R. M. Graves) on the trade of that 
district in 1908, which will shortly be issued :— 


The year 1908 was a year of slack trade in Manchester goods, with 
Text; no special features to comment upon. Perhaps 
extile Trade 4), Sein als h ier tt 

Conditions. e most noticeable thing was the gradual piling 

up of stocks in the bonded stores. At the end 
of 1907 goods to the value of 190,000/.E. were stored, whereas at 
the end of 1908 there was a stock of no less than 292,800/.E., and 
on 22nd April, 1909, these figures had only been reduced to 
281,9001.E. It goes without saying, remarks Mr. Graves, that this 
accumulation of stocks is a very unhealthy sign, and is due to 
over-ordering in times of prosperity, and to the fact that merchants 
are afraid to give the credits they have been accustomed to allow. 

There is still in commercial circles a lack of confidence and a 
collapse of credit due to over-trading in the past, and until these 
are restored little lasting improvement in the conditions of import 
trade can be expected. During the first three months of 1909 
there were more failures than at any like period during the 
crisis, and it is increasingly difficult to collect money from the 
small traders. 

One may safely say that a large amount of the present trouble 
is due to the remissness of the European exporter: he exercises 
no care in the choice of an agent, he gives credit with both 
hands blindly, and so a lot of small dishonest traders are bolstered 
up until the moment when the inevitable crash comes ; then people 
doing legitimate business have to suffer as well. 

The general condition of the import trade at the present time is 
characterised by extreme caution and patience. Many merchants 
are refusing business which three years ago they would have been 
only too glad to accept. The natural result seems to be that in 
time the unhealthy portion of the trading community will be com- 
pletely wiped out, and for those who are left and have been able 
to stand the strain, a prosperous period should ensue. 
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The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise 
Corn Prices. in the week ended 3lst July, 1909, were 
as follows :— 
Wheat és a sei wo. 438. dd. 
Barley ass sus dee 1. 248. 6d. 
Oats a “oe as aan ah 


For further particulars see p. 291. 





RUSSIA: 


The following information is from the report by H.M. Consul at 
Moscow (Mr. H. M. Grove) on the trade of that district in 1908, 
which will be issued in due course :— 


A noticeable feature of the year was the large number of dairy 
farms started in districts which hitherto had 


Progress in been purely grain or flax growing ones. The 


soon oe amount of land under grass increased in some 
a n places by 50 per cent., and this increase was 


almost entirely at the expense of flax fields. 

Where grain growing was the sole employment in many of the 
northern provinces, formerly the exodus of the male population 
in search of work was often up to 88 per cent. of the whole. With 
the introduction of dairy farming, the movement fell in 1907 to 20 
per cent., and in 1908 to 15 per cent. This reduction was 
experienced in most districts, and not only in the northern 
provinces. 

Another hopeful symptom was the wider use of improved agri- 
cultural machinery, as also the greater productiveness of the soil in 
consequence of more rational methods of working it, the increased use 
of artificial manures, &c. The transactions of the depéts of agricul- 
tural machinery in the south, south-eastern and Siberian districts 
show an increase of from 35 to 40 per cent. in the year, mainly for 
reapers and sowers, in spite of the dearness of iron. A considerably 
increased demand for artificial manures was also noticeable, mainly 
on the part of peasant proprietors. The figures of the zemstvos 
(county councils) agricultural, societies, &c., show an increase in the 
demand of from 8 to 20 per cent. 

Another very prominent feature was the decided tendency 
towards co-operative organisation. This tendency was very marked 
in the grain growing, dairy farming, cattle breeding and similar 
industries, and was entirely spontaneous. 

The activity of the zemstvos during the year was mainly directed 
to raising the technique of agriculture in its various branches, and 
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much was done towards the collective buying of seed for sowing, 
furnishing villages with modern improved agricultural machinery, 
sending instructors into agricultural districts, improving cattle 
breeding, &c. Many societies for the collective purchase of grain, 
and of agricultural machinery, &c., were formed. 

Formerly any advances towards more intensive cultivation which 
entailed the purchase of expensive machinery, artificial manures, 
&c., were only possible for the wealthy Jandowner ; it was shown 
in 1908, however, that success is obtainable for others also by im- 
proved and timely tilling of the soil, by the use of the proper kinds 
of manures and of improved machinery, and by the selection of 
seed, and that these aims can be achieved by the peasants by means 
of combination. 





URUGUAY: 


The following information is from the report by H.M. Minister 
in Uruguay on the trade of that Republic in 1908, which will 
shortly be issued :— 


Efforts are being made to encourage the dairy industry in Uruguay 
E which has hitherto been neglected, but which, 
ncouragementof ++, a moderate amount of encour t 
Dairy Industry. ener g ; oo” 
should be one of the most important industries 
of the country. An official report, published last April, comments 
favourably upon a proposed law for exempting materials imported 
for use in dairy industries from customs duty (see ‘ Board of 
Trade Journal” of 17th June, p. 585). The proposed law, which, 
however, will only benefit those industries possessing a capital of 
not less than 10,000 dols. (2,127/.), has been summarised in the 
‘Monte Video Times” as follows: The State concedes to the 
industries having milk as prime material the following privileges : 
exemption from the import duties on boilers and motors for dairies 
and creameries, electric apparatus and machinery for lighting the 
same, and for the manufacture of the sub-products of skimmed 
milk, machinery and utensils for butter factories and creameries, 
and duplicate parts for the same. The factories and creameries and 
their machines are exempted from property and licence taxes for a 
period of 10 years. Butter, cheese, caseine, sugar of milk, and its 
by-products are exempted from the additional export duty imposed 
in November, 1899. 
The Executive is authorised to organise for the winter of 1910 a 
National Exhibition of milk products, expending 20,000 dols. in 
prizes and other expenses. 
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MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended 29th July, 1909, was 
Cotton Statistics. 32,561 (including 55 bales British West 
Indian, 418 bales British West African and 
476 bales British Hast African), and the number imported during 
the thirty weeks ended 29th July was 2,513,901 (including 
5,714 bales British West Indian, 8,935 bales British West African, 
4,875 bales British Hast African, and 326 bales foreign Hast 
African). The number of bales exported during the week ended 
29th July was 3,957, and during the thirty weeks, 160,492. 
For further details see p. 291. 





RUSSIA: 


The following information is from the report by H.M. Consul- 
General at Odessa (Mr. C. 8S. Smith) on the trade of that district 
in 1908 (Foreign Office, Annual Series, No. 4,295) :— 

Until quite recently trawling was not practised in the Black Sea. 
Siiditae te The greater part of this sea is of considerable 
Black By depth ; it has not been completely explored, but 
where the water is over 100 fathoms deep it is 
usually poisonous on account of the presence of sulphuretted 
hydrogen, which possibly comes from submarine mud volcanoes, 
such as exist at Kertch. ‘The part of the Black Sea north of a 
line from Sevastopol to Varna is, however, less than 50 fathoms 
deep, with mud, sand and shell bottom, and presents a possible 
trawling ground. The area of this is about 14,000 square miles. 

A first attempt at trawling was made in the summer of 1908 
with a small trawling steamer bought in the United Kingdom. 
During the summer the results were not encouraging, but during 
the cold weather good hauls and great profits were made. This 
has led to the purchase of another trawler, and it is likely that 
the new method will spread. 


GERMANY: 


The following information is from the report by H.M. Consul- 
General at Hamburg (Sir W. Ward, C.V.O.), on the trade of that 
district in 1908, which will shortly be issued :— 


The expectations of the German cement industry at the commence- 

ment of 1908 were not fully realised. In con- 
Cement Industry. sequence of the financial crisis there was a 

serious falling-off in the building trade, par- 
ticularly in the building of cheap houses, and the owners of 
factories which were not fully occupied showed little inclination to 
embark on alterations or extensions, ; large stocks of cement there- 
fore accumulated during the summer at the cement factories. 
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GERMAN Y—continued. 


The latter sought relief in the export market, with the result that 
the export prices experienced a rapid fall of nearly 25 per cent. ; 
owing to the demand brought about by these low prices several 
of the syndicates disposed of a considerable portion of their stocks. 
The financial results realised during the year by the German 
cement works were nevertheless regarded upon the whole as good, 
in spite of the unfavourable state of trade, because the prices, 
regulated in the interior of Germany by means of agreements 
between the syndicates, ensured a good profit. These agreements 
have been renewed for 1909, and among the German cement works 
there has for several months past been an effort to raise the export 
prices, which had sunk far below the normal. Steps have already 
been taken in this direction and a minimum price has been fixed. 
It is said also that efforts have been made with some success to 
secure the adhesion of the British and Belgian cement industries, 
and it is anticipated that it will be possible to form international 
agreements for the regulation of export prices. The total output 
of cement in Germany in 1908 is estimated to have been as 


follows :— 
Casks of 180 kilogs. 





Portland cement tis si ... 29,000,000 
‘*Tron” Portland and Schlodron ...  2%,250,000 
Roman ... we bis igs bes 650,000 

Total ... bile is .». 259,900,000 


The factories are, however, said to be capable of turning out 
nearly twice this quantity. Of the total number of cement 
factories in Germany, viz., 142, 97 manufacture only Portland 
cement. 


A retrospect of the results of last year’s fishing industry of the 
Elbe ports shows that they were not altogether 
satisfactory for thoseconcerned. ‘There appears 
to be indeed no doubt that the depressed con- 
dition of the German high sea steam fishing industry is due to a 
great extent to the fact that the consumption of fish, especially 
amongst the lower classes in Germany, is at present very small. 
It is consequently thought that if an improvement is to take 
place in this important industry of the German coastal popu- 
lation, a systematic and thorough propaganda must be carried 
out for the purpose of encouraging the consumption of nourishing, 
wholesome and cheap sea fish, not merely in the districts adjacent 
to the seaports but in the most distant parts of Germany. The 
German Sea Fishing Union is fully alive to the importance of 
the matter, and is stated to be doing all it possibly can towards 
popularising the consumption of sea fish. The Union of German 


Fishing 
Industry. 
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Miscellaneous. 





GERMAN Y—continued. 


Fish Dealers and similar bodies have recently expressed their 
great satisfaction at the steps which are being taken by the 
Fishing Union, and which they themselves will naturally readily 
support. 


Reference was made in the Consul-General’s annual report for 
Utilisati 1907 to the formation of a company at Ham- 
ilisation of =) gf Shite Maa acd Bini for th 
Tides for Indus- ?U'S 1% utilising the tides at Cuxhaven or the 
trial Purposes purpose of producing electricity, for making 
"ice, liquid air, &c. During the year 1908, the 
project does not appear to have advanced beyond this initiatory 
stage, but a meeting of the shareholders of the company was held 
recently at which it was announced that the construction of the 
works required for commencing operations will now take place. 
The managing engineer expressed at this meeting full confidence 
in the successful working of the undertaking, though some persons 
were of opinion that the costs would be too great to render it 
profitable. | 





GERMANY (PALEM ISLANDS). 


The following information is from the annual report for 1908 of 
H.M. Consul at Bremen (Mr. C. Mosle), which will shortly be 
issued :— 


Under the style of the German Phosphate Company a company 
New C t has been formed at Bremen with a capital of 
ew wompany “° 225,000. to work the phosphate stocks in the 
work Phosphate. Tiand of Angaur (Palem Islands). The 
Deposits. German Government will share in the profits 

of the company. 





AUSTRIA-HUNGARY (BOSNIA AND HERZEGOYINA),. 


The following information is from the report by H.M. Consul at 
Sarajevo (Mr. F’. G. Freeman) on the trade of Bosnia and Herze- 
govina in 1908 (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 4,305) :— 


The Government having in view the passing of a new law to 

regulate bill of exchange operations, whereby 
Bills of Exchange the right to draw bills will, it is hoped, be 
and Bankruptcy. extended and made general, credit relations 

will improve still further. Only officially 
registered firms are entitled in Bosnia to draw bills of exchange, 
and only against such firms can proceedings in bankruptcy be 
instituted. This marked deviation from custom as established 
elsewhere constitutes a source of danger, especially where the 
interests of foreign and Austrian creditors are involved. Laws 
requiring merchants to register themselves do, it is true, exist, but 
they are evaded. 











i 
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Miscellaneous. 





ta 


AUSTRIA<HUNGARY (BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA) — continued. 


A law providing for the establishment of a Chamber of Commerce 
Establishment of for Bosnia-Herzegovina received the Imperial 
aceite sanction on January 2, 1909. The declared 
he Chamber is to watch over th 
i aceite purpose of the s to watch over the 
interests of trade and industry. ‘I'he functions 
which it will discharge through its two sections will be as 
follows :—To consider proposals relating to trade and industry ; 
to lay such proposals before the Government on the invitation of 
the Government or on its own initiative; to give advice in respect 
of the drafting of laws and ordinances relating to trade and 
industry, the establishment of public institutions for the further- 
ance of trade and industry, or of important changes in such 
institutions ; to keep a register of persons qualified to vote for 
members of the Chamber; to register trade-marks; to furnish 
information as to the officially recoynised firms and all other 
trading and financial establishments in the country; to compile 
statistics of trade and industry; to issue certificates as to trade 
usages and as to the standing of persons tendering for Government 
contracts—such services being obligatory when called for by the 
Government; to arbitrate in matters connected with trade and 
industry when application to that effect is made to it by the 
parties concerned; to furnish the Common Minister of Finance at 
Vienna, through the medium of the provincial government, with a 
yearly report on industry, trade and commerce in Bosnia and 
the Herzegovina, and quinquennially, with a comprehensive 
statistical report on the economic conditions of these provinces. 
The Chamber will submit to the Common Minister of Finance, 
for his approval, a yearly estimate of its expenditure. In the 
absence of other receipts, the expenses of the Chamber will be 
covered by a tax on the incomes and businesses of the electors. 





JAPAN. 

The British Vice-Consul at Osaka (Mr. W. B. Cunningham) has 
forwarded a translation of the fertiliser law 
which came into operation in Japan on 
Ist October last, and of the regulations for its 
enforcement issued by the Department of Agriculture and 
Commerce, together with a memorandum on the working of the 
law. For purposes of comparison the provisions of the former law 
(published in 1899) have been given side by side with the corre- 
sponding provisions of the new law. 

The above-mentioned documents may be seen by British firms 
interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


New Fertiliser 
Law. 
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29th July, 1909 :— 





STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported at tke 
Various Ports ot the United Kingdom during the week and 30 weeks ended 
































Week ended 30 a Week ended 30 by 
scantigaisy 29th July, 29th 1 29th July, - 
1909 th July, 1909 29th July, 
P 1909. ; 1909. 
) | 
IMPORTS. | EXPORTS, 
: 
' Bales. Bales. Bales. Bales. 
American 18,067 2,022,016 2,204 106,120 
Brazilian wid a 18,154 — 3,247 
Kast Indian ... ihe 1,152 69,600 1,424 20,243 
Egyptian ° 8,737 350,197 10 26,507 
Miscellaneous 4,605* 53,931 319 4,375 
Total $2,561 | 2,513,901 3,957 160,492 




















Corn Prices. 


I * Including 55 bales British West Indian, 418 bales British West African, and 
476 bales British East African. 

+ Including 5,714 bales British West Indian, 8,935 bales British West African, 
4,875 bales British East African and 326 bales foreign East African. 
: NotTe.—Cotton “in transit” or “for transhipment under bond,” ¢f described 
as such in the ships’ reports, is not included in this return. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter of 
8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors and Officers of 
Excise in the week ended 3lst July, 1909, and corresponding weeks of the 

seven previous years pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 











a 
; 
Average Price. 
: Wheat. Barley. Oats. 
a 4 eae a  <¢€ 
Week ended 3ist July, 1909 , ood 48°. 5 24 «6 sg 
Corresponding week in ~ 
19u2 ... ‘ade _ 31 7 ot 643 22 ili 
1903 ... 29 3 20 l 18 8 
1904 ... 28 «68 19 9g 17 10 
1905 ... awa as 2 32 . 0 18 4 
1906 ... ol 2 2 > a | ~~ 2 
1907 ... 53° «(3 256 4 | a 
1908 ... 31 10 24 4 18 7 




















* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 13882, 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be mace at the rate of sixty Impe 

pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty [Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 


provides that where returns of 


rial 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS, 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of June, 1909, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost, in the present instance, 
of 1s. 4d. per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from 
Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon 
Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the first volume of 
the “‘ Annual Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with 
Foreign Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1908 has 
been issued, and may be purchased at any of the addresses 
enumerated above at a cost of 6s. This publication, which contains 
much more detailed and exhaustive information than can be given 
in the Monthly Accounts, gives abstract tables for the years 
1904-1908, and detailed statements of imports and exports of 
each article (from and to each country). 

The second volume will contain details as to Customs revenue, 
transhipments and articles in bond, with particulars of the 
trade of the United Kingdom with each foreign country and 
British possession, and of the trade at each port of the United 
Kingdom, and the Supplement to Vols. I. and ILI., abstract and 
detailed tables showing countries of consignment of imports and 
countries of wltvmate destination of exports. 


BOARD OF TRADE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


The “ Board of Trade Labour Gazette”* is published by the 
Board of Trade on the 16th of each month. The following are 
among the more important articles which appear in the July 
issue :—State of the Labour Market in June; Recent proceedings 
under the Conciliation Act, and Collective Agreements; Harnings 
in the Hosiery Trade ; Labour Disputes in 1908; Trade Unions in 
France at beginning of 1908; Trade Unions in Austria in 1908. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Consular Reports of the Annual Series have been 
issued during the past week :— 


No. 4,291. Trade and Commerce of Consular District of Barcelona 


in 1908. 
Principal articles of import. Wages and cost of living. 
Trade with United Kingdom. British Chamber of Com- 
Port dues, &c. merce. 
Compensation for accidents Map. 


to employés. 





* It can be purchased through any newsagent, price 1d. 








rf 














ss 
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Government Publications. 





No. 4,295. Trade of Consular District of Odessa in 1908. 


Grain crops and exports. Railway projects. 

Freight rates. Harbour conditions at Ber- 

New port at Khorli. diansk and Kherson. 

Syndicates in Russia: iron Timber industry of Kherson. 
and coal. Map. 


Coal mining in Donetz basin. 


No. 4,297. Trade and Commerce of Tunis in 1908. 


Decline in British trade. Railway construction. 
Phosphate industry. Map. 


No. 4,298. Trade of the Consular District of Stockholm in 1908. 


Regulations concerning com- Timber trade of Sweden : 
mercial travellers. export statistics. 
Railway statistics. Cellulose industry at Sunds- 
vall. 


Map of Sweden. 


No. 4,300. Trade of Honduras in the year ended 31st July, 1908. 


Exchange. Public works. 
Population and industries. Changes in Customs duties. 


No. 4,302. Trade and Commerce of St. Pierre and Miquelon in 1908. 


Customs duties. Port dues. 
Cod industry : bounties and Steam trawlers. 
prices. Map. 
No. 4,303. Trade of Canton in 1908. 
Hinterland of the port. Opium trade. 
Trade marks and patents. Detailed statistics of imports 
Notes on local industries. of foreign origin. 
Exports of silk, mats and Railway construction. 


matting, tea, &c. 
No. 4,304. Trade of Mengtzu in 1908. 


Fall in imports. Transit trade. 

No. 4,305. Trade and Commerce of Bosnia and Herzegovina in 1908. 
Banking and credit; usury Analysis of trade. 

law. Timber trade. 
Establishment of Chamber Map. 


of Commerce, 
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Government Publications. 





COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 
The following reports (Annual) have been issued by the Colonial 
Office since the last number of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal ” :— 
No. 605. Weihaiwei, 1908. 
No. 606. Seychelles, 1908. 


OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Passengers to and from Places out of Europe. June. [Cd. 
4,515—VI.] Price $d. Return showing :— 

1. The numbers and nationalities of the passengers that left, or 
arrived in, the United Kingdom for or from places out of Europe ; 
and 

2. The net balance of such passengers outward or inward, during 
the month and six months ending 30th June, 1909, compare 
with the corresponding periods of the previous year. | 





COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following — relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions, issued 
since lst January, 1909, may be obtained from Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Ltd., Fetter Lane, London, E.C. :— 








No. Place. Price. 
Annual— 
594 Northern Nigeria, 1907-8 ... pale sen au aoe oe | Lld. 
595 Basutoland, 1907-8 coe sag ee oss sie one 3d. 
596 Swaziland, 1907-8 ... een one ie so see ool 
597 St. Helena, 1908... ae ae jan sii _ woe | Sd. 
598 Gibraltar, 1908 __... eve os _ abe obs wwe | pd. 
599 Falkland Islands, 1908 ... oe - inn ade se 2d. 
600 Uganda, 1907-8... pes ‘as on eis pes cco | 6430. 
601 imperial Institute, Report on the work of __... ots wo | 24d. 
602 Gold Coast Northern Territories, 1908 ... bite oti ooo | Ldd. 
603 Ashanti, 1908 Rid fee eee ee oe ke me | 
604 Ceylon, 1908 de jos ‘ix eo oles ae w- | 44d. 
605 Weihaiwei, 1908... ee ove one ote od | Id. 
606 Seychelles, 1908... mee ase vee age nee see 4d, 
Miscellaneous— 

57 Uganda: Report by the Governor on a Tour through the 

Eastern Province .. wee wae ne abi oo | Bhd. 
58 Imperial Institute. Selected Reports from the Scientific 

and Technical Department. I. Fibres... oe one 7d. 
59 Northern Nigeria: Report on the Results of the Mineral 

Survey, 1906-7 des one ase abe ota woe | lad. 
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Confidential information. 


The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade has 
for several years been in the habit of forwarding to Chambers of 
Commerce for the use of their members, but not for publication, 
information (chiefly as to openings abroad for British trade) to 
which it appeared desirable in British commercial interests to 
draw attention confidentially. The plan has met with general 
approval, and, in 1906, in order to attain more fully the purpose of 
the Board, namely, to reach all British manufacturers or traders 
interested, it was decided, on the recommendation of the Commer- 
cial Intelligence Committee, to supplement the above-mentioned 
system by opening at the Commercial Intelligence Branch, 73, 
Basinghall Street, E.C., a Register of British firms who desire to 
receive such confidential information relative to their respective 
trades as may come into the hands of the Branch. The Register 
was opened in January, 1907, and a considerable number of British 
firms have since applied and had their names inserted therein. 

British firms desiring to have their names entered in this 
Register should fill up and forward to the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch a form of application, copies of which may be obtained 
at the offices of the Branch. 

Admission to the Register, as well as the retention upon it of 
any firm, is at the discretion of the Board of Trade. 

No charge is made for information supplied, but every firm 
admitted to the Register is required to become a subscriber to the 
“ Board cf Trade Journal” (and to register as such with the sale 
agents, Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Limited, Fetter Lane, London, 
E.C.; Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, Tweeddale Court, Edinburgh; or 
Mr. E. Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin), in order to ensure 
that those who wish to receive confidential information should — 
first be in possession of all the official information relating to their 
particular trade which is published in that Journal. The annual 
subscription to the Journal, including postage, is 15s. 2d. 

The present scheme is provisional and experimental, and its 
continuance and future development will depend on the results of 
experience. 

Notre.—Apart from the special Register arrangements referred to 
above, the Branch is always ready to answer enquiries on specific 
subjects as far as possible, in the interest of British trade. 





Commerolal Intelligence Branoh of the Board of Trade. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of 
the Board of Trade (73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.) is 
intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of 
commercial interest shall be collected and classified in a form 
convenient for reference, and at which, so far as the interests of 
British trade permit, replies shall be given to enquiries by traders 
on commercial matters. On application being made to it either 
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COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH OF THE BOARD OF TRADE—cont. 


personally or by letter, the Branch supplies, so far as is possible, 
information with regard to the following subjects, viz. : Commercial 
Statistics; Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and 
Customs Regulations ; Lists of Firms Abroad engaged in particular 
lines of business in different localities; Foreign and Colonial 
Contracts open to Tender ; Sources of Supply, Prices, &c., of Trade 
Products ; Forms of Certificates of Origin ; Regulations concerning 
Commercial Travellers, &c., &c. 

There is a Sample Room at the offices of the Branch, where, in 
addition to samples illustrative of reports of H.M. Consuls or of 
the Correspondents or Special Commissioners of the Board of 
Trade, specimens of special] interest that may be received from 
India, the Colonies, &c., are exhibited from time to time. 

The Government of Canada has established, in proximity to 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch, at 73, Basinghall Street, a 
special office for dealing with trade matters (see below). 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch, and intended for general information, is conveyed to the 
public. The “Journal” is issued weekly at the price of 3d. All 
applications respecting subscription, or the purchase of single 
copies, should be addressed in London to Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Ltd., Fetter Lane, E,C.; in Edinburgh to Messrs. Oliver and Boyd, 
Tweeddale Court; and in Dublin to Edward Ponsonby, 116, 
Grafton Street. Copies may also be obtained from Messrs. G. 
Street & Co., Ltd., 30, Cornhill, H.C. 

All communications intended for the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade should be addressed to: The 
-Director, Commercial Intelligence Branch, Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.0. 





Colonial Trade Enquiry Offices. 


Trade Enquiry Offices are maintained in London by certain 
Colonial Governments at the following addresses :— 


Canada ... bs ... 78, Basinghall Street, E.C. 
Commonwealth of Australia 72, Victoria Street, S.W. 

New South Wales ... 123-5, Cannon Street, E.C. 
Victoria sie ..- Melbourne Place, Strand, W.C. 
Queensland be .-- 409, West Strand, W.C. 

South Australia... ... 28, Bishopsgate Street Within, E.C. 
Western Australia ... 15, Victoria Street, S.W. 
Tasmania ies ... 0, Victoria Street, S.W. 

New Zealand... ... 18, Victoria Street, S.W. 

Cape of Good Ho ... 98, Victoria Street, S.W. 
Natal... det ... 26, Victoria Street, S.W. 
Transvaal ea ... 72, Victoria Street, S.W. 





2 
ar 
‘s 
q 
@ 
i 
a 
+ 
rie 
4 
; 
we 
“SS 
sz 
a 
ae 
hls 
ee: 
iz 
Pa 
os 
“a 
3 + a ¢ 
ees 
be?  - 
?. 
Be 
ye i 
Sl 
PS 
Ber omc 
z 3 
a 4 
” C 
ne 
= 
S ia 
x 
a 
“2 
SS 
<i 
a 
Bh 
og < 
ae 
ta, 
Ran 
. 
age 
hac; « 
~ ie ~ 
Dred 
ge 
Bt 
Fra Sh 
k 
a 
- Ms 
Sik. 
i é 
a 
Bz 
?. 
* ft 
ze 
rx =, 
eee fF 
eee 
tot 
nes 
ie 
sate 
Pe) 
ee 
wat 
she ea 
SS 
A 
ig 
Bric, 
$e 
$ 
a5, 
yi. 
eh 
‘Tie 
Bee 
. 
Sai 
fees 
hed py 
: 
pee § 
ee 6 
ee hae 
PS eas 
a 
aes 
4 agt] 
Ra 
We 
Jae 
<a 
PAS 
vty 
img] 
“<7 
rv 
aod 
Ree +2 
re | 
~ 
a x 
ae 
i 
— : 
af 
z 
J * 
¢ fo. £ 
28 


oS 4 a Pfs Vere a contd Se Pec as Rad ig.x 
PI, Spr. BbAe Resmi xk 2 Spat ee ; 














